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ABSTRACT
This chapter is a historical assessment of 
changes within the 211 bird species that have 
been recorded as occurring in the National 
Park Service areas of Montezuma Castle 
National Monument, including its Monte-
zuma Well unit.  There are also observations 
from the Camp Verde region of the Verde 
Valley in central Arizona.  Information in 
this assessment is based on an intensive six-
year bird-inventory project conducted from 
1991 through 1997, entailing more than 600 
field hours. While our formal surveys were 
focused at the Montezuma Castle National 
Monument (MCNM) complex, we made 
observations throughout the Camp Verde 
region.  Some of the information collected 
on this project is detailed in Johnson and van 
Riper (2004), Sogge and Johnson (1998), and 
Schmidt et al. (2006).  We have also used the 
published literature (e.g., North American 
Birds), museum specimens, and information 
generously provided by individuals with 
many years of experience birding in the Camp 
Verde region and at the MCNM complex (see 
acknowledgments).  Based on comparisons 
with historical data, the abundance and status 
of several species appear to have changed 
substantially. We discuss species that have 
increased in numbers, those that appear to 
have declined, and possible explanations for 
those changes.  We found that most avian 

species that increased or decreased over the 
past several decades have done so over the 
entire southwestern United States, not only 
within the National Park Service areas and 
the Camp Verde region.

INTRODUCTION
The historical record for individual birds 
in the Camp Verde region began in the late 
nineteenth century, but the first complete 
listing of birds from Montezuma Castle 
National Monument did not appear until the 
mid-twentieth century with observations by 
Betty Jackson from 1926 to1940 (Jackson 
1941). A more extensive compilation of 
birds in that area was completed by C. B. 
Frost (1947), building upon the information 
from Jackson. A wider geographic area 
was covered by the bird list created by 
Sutton (1954), including not only Camp 
Verde but the entire Verde Valley. Ad-
ditional information on the birds from the 
Monuments and the Camp Verde region 
came with Christmas bird counts that were 
conducted between 1973 and 1980 and 
published in the journal American Birds by 
the National Audubon Society, and the later 
Arizona Breeding Bird Atlas (Corman and 
Wise-Gervais 2005).

Our avian surveys were conducted 
from 1991 through 1997, focusing on the 
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birds within Montezuma Castle National 
Monument, including the Montezuma Well 
unit, comprising the Montezuma Castle 
National Monument (MCNM) complex, 
with additional observations made during 
that period and through 2007 in the Camp 
Verde region, northeastern Yavapai County, 
Arizona.  In this chapter we use all the 
sources noted above, as well as field notes of 
observations from birders associated with the 
Northern Arizona Audubon Society, and a 
summary of the status of Verde Valley birds 
provided by Roger Radd.  Sightings listed in 
North American Birds and Audubon Field 
Notes that we use are specifically referenced, 
as are records from museum specimens.
This chapter provides a list of all known 
birds recorded from the MCNM complex, 
and notes from observations made within the 
Camp Verde region of Central Arizona.  The 
species entries include notes on historical 
records and pertinent information on each 
species as it relates to their presence in the 

area. The listing may also be used as a general 
guide to birds of similar habitats in northern 
Arizona, but the status of many may differ 
outside of the immediate Camp Verde region. 
The wide variety of birds found at MCNM is 
largely due to the diversity of habitats within 
and around the monument, complemented 
by other habitat-types throughout the Verde 
Valley.  

More than seventy species of birds are 
known or suspected to breed (or have bred 
historically) within the MCNM complex 
boundaries. A number of species have 
undergone range expansions into the region, 
while other species seem to have disappeared 
from the Camp Verde region. The status 
of some species changed during the time 
period that we surveyed, and bird species 
presently undocumented may well be found 
in the monument in the foreseeable future as 
habitat and climatic changes continue, while 
some current species may be lost.

Figure �. Montezuma Castle at Montezuma Castle National Monument, Aizona. The monument 
contains diverse habitats, and hosts many species of breeding birds.
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Figure �.  Map of the Verde Valley, Yavapai County, Arizona.  The boundary of the Verde 
Valley, as defined in this chapter, is indicated by the broad shaded line which approximates 
the �,000 ft elevation contour.

METHODS
Study Area

The Camp Verde region is located within 
the Verde River valley, in the northeastern 
portion of Yavapai County, Arizona (34o36’ 
N, 111o50’ W), about in the center of the state 
(Figure 2).  The MCNM complex is about 6 
km northeast of the town of Camp Verde.  

Comprising two subunits (Montezuma Castle 
and Montezuma Well), the complex totals 
340 ha, of which about 116 ha encompasses 
riparian habitat (including mesquite bosque) 
along Beaver Creek, and about 190 ha of 
upland habitat types (Figure 3). For the 
purposes of this report we define the “Camp 
Verde region” as that area surrounding the 
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town of Camp Verde, bounded on the north 
by Peck Lake and the town of Clarkdale, 
on the northeast along the I-17 corridor 
to Rimrock and Montezuma Well in the 
Montezuma Castle National Monument, 
on the west by Grief and Juniper Hills, and 
stretching to Wingfield Mesa and Fossil 
Creek on the south.

Climate within this region is semiarid, with 
mild winters and hot summers. Elevation 
ranges from 963 m along the riparian area 
south of Camp Verde to 1048 m elevation 
in the Montezuma Castle unit and 1110 m 
at Montezuma Well, and then up to 2000 
m elevation around Clarkdale and Peck’s 
Lake, the upper limit of our area of study.  
The Montezuma Well is a flooded limestone 
sinkhole with open water (O’Brien et al. 
2003), and mean annual precipitation is 30 
cm. Surface water and groundwater re-
sources sustain aquatic and riparian habitats 
within this region, while winter and summer 
rains provide water for upland habitats. 

Bird Census Techniques
Point Counts (Breeding Season) – We 

established point count stations in each 
of six habitat types (Schmidt et al. 2006).  
The six habitat types were later reduced to 
four general vegetation types (after Ellison 
and van Riper 1998).  Count stations were 
placed systematically a minimum of 150 m 
apart, so that as much of the count radius as 
possible was included within a single major 
habitat type.  The number of census points 
varied from five to nine per habitat type.  In 
some cases, count stations were removed or 
relocated following destruction or habitat 
loss from floods, or to eliminate practical 
sampling biases such as background noise 
from roads or water.

During the breeding season (from April 
through July), we conducted point counts 
once or twice per month at each census 
point.  Point counts were made following the 
recommendations of Reynolds et al. (1980) 
and Ralph et al. (1993).  We used a 50-meter 

Figure �.  Montezuma’s Well, a deep limestone sink in  Montezuma Castle National Monument , 
Arizona. Photo by Chris O’Brien.

���



van Riper III, Sogge, and Johnson 

count radius and a minimum six minute 
count period.  Point counts began as soon as 
the observer reached the point count station.  
At each point, the observer stood quietly and 
recorded all birds seen or heard within the 50 
m radius.  For each detection, the observer 
recorded time of detection, bird species, 
number of individuals, type of detection 
(aural or visual), distance from the observer, 
and activity that the bird was engaged in 
when first detected.  

Walking Counts (Nonbreeding Season) –
Although point counts are an effective 
bird survey technique during the breeding 
season, they are not well suited for inventory 
or monitoring birds during the migration and 
wintering seasons (Reynolds et al. 1980, 
Ralph et al. 1993).  Nonbreeding birds are 
often found in flocks, meaning that many 
individuals may be clumped together in a 
small area, decreasing the probability they 
will be found within a randomly situated 
count station during any given count period.  
Furthermore, nonbreeding birds and flocks 
generally do not maintain territories, and 
so often move about the landscape during 
short periods of time.  Thus, they are easily 
double counted which can inaccurately 
inflate abundance estimates (especially 
if large flocks are encountered more than 
once).  Finally, nonbreeding birds usually 
do not sing and are much less conspicuous 
than territorial breeders, and are not as 
readily detected by a stationary observer, 
particularly in dense habitats.

Because of these limitations, we used 
walking surveys during the nonbreeding 
season (August through March).  Walking 
surveys were conducted by moving slowly 
and quietly through an area, recording the 
species and number of each bird detected. 
This allowed observers to efficiently sample 
large areas, move closer to noticeable 
bird activity and to obtain better views of 
inconspicuous individuals, and even flush 
quiet birds that would otherwise have been 

overlooked. Survey route and duration were 
not standardized so that survey effort could 
be flexible to meet the challenges of non-
breeding season surveys.  For example, if 
several large mixed species flocks were 
encountered, surveyors could follow the 
flock and/or spend as much time as necessary 
to determine what species were present.  
Similarly, if birds were seen in particularly 
dense habitat or behaving secretively, 
surveyors could spend the time needed to 
obtain a positive identification.  Although 
less repeatable and structured than point 
counts (and hence less useful for formal 
monitoring), walking surveys provide a 
better tool for documenting the presence and 
abundance of birds during the nonbreeding 
season (Verner 1985).

Bird list format and contents – Bird species 
entries in this chapter present the seasonal 
status of each species (based largely on 
numbers observed during surveys and dates 
on museum collections) and the preferred 
habitat(s).  The list of birds is presented in 
taxonomic order, with all English bird names 
and listing sequence conforming to the 
American Ornithologists’ Union’s Check-
list of North American Birds (1998 seventh 
edition, and subsequent supplements).  
Following the English and scientific names, 
we provide bulleted information for each 
species that includes: 1) residency status, 2) 
dates known to be present, 3) breeding status, 
4) abundance, and 5) preferred habitat type.  
Below this information is a “Notes” section 
with additional comments and clarifications 
for each bird species.  

The following definitions and explana-
tions describe the bulleted summary categ-
ories we use throughout:

1) Residency:  We use four residency status 
groupings; however, in referencing these 
assignments, keep in mind that bird species 
can sometimes be observed beyond identified 
time frames in which we have found them, 
and species will sometimes leave prior to the 
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end of an identified “season.” Therefore, the 
identified residency status should be viewed 
as a general guide to when one would expect 
to see the species in the Camp Verde region, 
and especially at the MCNM complex. 
Some species occupy multiple residency 
categories, and in those cases each category 
will be listed, with the most commonly 
recorded period listed first. Neotropical 
migratory species are designated with a “●” 
symbol following the common name.  

The notations used for the four residency 
status groups include:

Breeding: This term within the residency 
status category indicates bird species that 
are known to breed within the MCNM 
complex. Species in this category are 
usually observed during the spring and 
early summer, the principal breeding 
period. Notes are also provided for those 
species that are found in the Camp Verde 
region.  

Migrant: Birds assigned to this residency 
category are usually observed during 
the spring (March to May) and/or fall 
(September to November) migration 
periods.  These birds will often use the 
Camp Verde region, and specifically the 
MCNM complex, as stopover sites on 
their annual northward spring migration, 
or during their southward fall migration

Winter: Birds in this residency category 
are usually observed over-wintering, 
sometimes throughout the entire winter 
period.

Yearlong: Bird species in this residency 
category are found throughout the year 
in the MCNM complex and Camp Verde 
region.  These birds breed in and do not 
migrate out of the area.  An observer can, 
therefore, expect to find the species present 
during any month of the year.  
a. Dates known to be present: This is 
the range of dates (in months) for which 
we have records of the presence of these 
species in the MCNM complex.  There is 

undoubtedly a wider range of dates for the 
entire Camp Verde region. In the case of 
spring and fall migrants, this may include 
a split range of dates for each migratory 
season.  A date of “January – December” is 
given for species that are present yearlong.  
“Unknown” is given for species with few 
or no recent records.
b. Breeding status: This section reflects 
documented evidence for nesting activity, 
or rationale for those bird species that 
are strongly suspected to breed in the 
Monuments. Additional nesting infor-
mation is aprovided for the Camp Verde 
region. The notation “not known to breed in 
area” is used for species with no published 
records or substantiated evidence of 
breeding. The notes accompanying each 
species account will contain specific 
information, such as confirmed breeding 
dates, locations where we found an active 
nest, or observations of adults feeding 
just-fledged young.

2. Abundance:  This section of the account 
indicates how certain an observer could be of 
seeing a bird species during the appropriate 
season.  It does not provide a true quantitative 
assessment of bird numbers, but a relative 
index of their abundance.  Many or most 
of the generally “uncommon” species are 
conspicuous and, therefore, often observed 
even though few individuals are present.
Definitions for terms that we use in the 
“abundance” groupings throughout are the 
following:

Abundant: Usually observed or present in 
large numbers (possibly more than 100 
individuals of this species in one day).

Common: Usually observed or present in 
moderate numbers (10 to 100 individuals 
of this species in one day).

Uncommon: Usually observed in low 
numbers (1 to 10 per day).

Rare: One to a low number observed 
annually (1 to 10 per year).

Irregular-casual: This notation describes 
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species fairly common to abundant some 
years, but totally absent in others.  Casual 
species could be observed in low numbers 
some years, or not at all.

3. Preferred Habitat Type:  This notation 
indicates recorded habitat associations 
for each of the described bird species. 
Determination of preferred habitat was 
based on the relative frequency of detections 
that we had for the species in each of nine 
habitats.   We then consolidated all detection 
locations into four general habitat types:

Open water: Aquatic habitat characterized 
by flowing or open standing water.  This 
habitat is found in Montezuma Well, the 
sewage reclamation ponds, along the 
Verde River, and along Beaver and Fossil 
Creeks.

Marsh: Wetland habitat that typically 
includes bulrushes (Scirpus spp.), cattails 
(Typha spp.), and seep willows (Bacch-
aris salicifolia). In the Montezuma Castle 
National Monument complex, Peck’s 
Lake and the Wet Beaver Creek shoreline 
contains marsh habitat, while in Camp 
Verde it is found within backwater areas 
along the Verde River.

Riparian: Wetland-associated habitat that 
consists largely of dense associations of 
sycamores (Platanus wrightii), cotton-
woods (Populus fremontii), willows (Salix 
spp.), tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima), 
and seep willow.  For purposes of this 
list, mesquite (Prosopis spp.) bosque is 
considered a riparian habitat.  Riparian 
habitat occurs primarily along the edges 
of Beaver and Fossil Creeks and the Verde 
River.

Mixed desert upland shrub: Upland habitat 
dominated by shrubs such as creosote bush 
(Larrea tridentata), acacia (Acacia spp.), 
and several species of cacti and seasonal 
grasses are included in this habitat type.  It 
also includes cliffs and rocky outcrops, the 
predominant habitat surrounding riparian 
areas.

RESULTS
Species accounts – The following accounts 
provide details for all bird species that have 
been known to occur at the MCNM complex 
and generally within the Camp Verde 
region.  
Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: December – April 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water
The Greater White-fronted Goose is seen 
more frequently (though still rare) in winter 
and fall within the Verde Valley (Johnson 
and Sogge 1995).  One record of this species 
occurred in February 1949, at Montezuma 
Well (Sutton 1954).
Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens) 
Residency: winter      

Dates present: December – April 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area 
Abundance: rare

Preferred habitat type: open water
The Snow Goose is a very casual winter vis-
itor, seen more frequently (though still rare) 
at Lake Montezuma and in other portions of 
the Camp Verde region (Stejskal et al. 1995, 
Johnson and Sogge 1995, van Riper personal 
observation 1999). We did observe one at 
Montezuma Castle in December 1995.

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 
Residency: yearlong

Dates present: January – December 
Breeding status: known to breed in area

Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: open water
Sutton (1954) lists Canada Geese as common 
in the Verde Valley during winter, and 
describes them in Montezuma Well.  The 
species is now a yearlong resident of the 
Verde Valley and has a breeding population 
of birds on the lower Verde River south of 
the bridge on Highway 260, and especially 
south on Salt Mine Road.  
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Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) 
Residency: yearlong      

Dates present: January – December 
Breeding status: known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water; riparian 
This is an uncommon breeding resident 
usually seen on open water associated with 
cottonwood and sycamore riparian systems, 
especially the Verde River.  Between 21 
February and 19 October, we detected 24 
individuals during our surveys along Wet 
Beaver Creek.  We found breeding evidence 
of this cavity-nesting duck, observing adults 
and ducklings along Beaver Creek and the 
Verde River. Wood Ducks are generally 
believed to be increasing in the region, as 
they were not noted by Jackson (1941) or 
Sutton (1954), and only recently have been 
verified as breeding in the Verde Valley 
(Witzeman and Stejskal 1984).  Now these 
ducks are often seen in pairs and with 
ducklings elsewhere in the Verde Valley 
(Radd in litt.). 
Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: January – May 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water
There are two recent records of Green-
winged Teal in Montezuma Well (February 
1997 and March 1997).  Sutton (1954) states, 
“Uncommon winter visitor... noted several 
times at Montezuma Well and Castle.”  The 
species is an uncommon and brief winter 
visitor to the Camp Verde region.
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Residency: yearlong; migrant

Dates present: January – December 
Breeding status: known to breed in area

Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
We found the Mallard present 11 February 
– 6 June; 11 September; and 5 December 
during 12 of our surveys.  The species 
breeds locally in the Verde Valley (Radd in 

litt.), but is only a rare winter visitor, casual 
spring-fall migrant at the MCNM complex, 
found in open water associated with marsh 
(e.g. in Montezuma Well) or riparian areas.
Mallards are a fairly common migrant 
and wintering species in other parts of the 
Verde Valley including Peck’s Lake and 
Tavasci Marsh (Sutton 1954, Johnson and 
Sogge 1995)

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) 
Residency: winter

Dates present: November – April 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water
This diving duck was historically more 
common in the Camp Verde region (Sutton 
1954), but is currently uncommon in winter 
(Radd in litt.). No occurrences have been 
recorded at the MCNM complex since 1954, 
but occasionally vagrants occur at Peck’s 
Lake and larger bodies of open water. 

Blue-winged Teal  (Anas discors) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: November – April 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
Sutton (1954) notes only Verde Valley 
records from Clarkdale (Peck’s Lake), so 
it was apparently rare then.  The species is 
still rare to uncommon fall through spring 
elsewhere in Verde Valley area (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995). We had two recent detections, 
9 May and 26 May 1992, during our surveys 
at the MCNM complex.

Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: January – April; August 
– September 
Breeding status: known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
Sutton (1954) lists this species as casual, noted 
from Montezuma Well and Castle.  Johnson 
and Sogge (1995) found it uncommon to 
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fairly common from fall to spring elsewhere 
in Verde Valley, with a 1998 breeding 
record at Tavasci Marsh (Radd in litt.). In 
the Camp Verde region we found it to be a 
rare transient, and detected six birds from 22 
January to 23 March and from 30 August to 
11 September.

Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 
Residency: winter

Dates present: January – March 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
Sutton (1954) lists this as an occasional 
winter visitor in Verde Valley, but it is 
now uncommon from fall through spring 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995) and is a casual 
winter transient. We detected only four birds 
during our surveys.

Gadwall (Anas strepera) 
Residency: winter

Dates present: November – March 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
Historically, this bird was “rarer” at Monte-
zuma Well (Sutton 1954), with only a single 
1985 sighting (Thornburg in litt.), but our 
detections from 14 February 1995 and 3 
and 5 March 1997 suggest that the species 
is probably now more abundant throughout 
the Camp Verde region. The Gadwall is 
abundant in winter at Peck’s Lake and along 
the Verde River.
Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) 
Residency: winter

Dates present: October – February 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
Eurasian Wigeons at Montezuma Well have 
been seen mixed with flocks of American 
Wigeons.  There are three records from 16 
January 1985 (Thornburg in litt.), and 17 
November 1988 (Witzeman and Stejskal 
1988), and 27 October 1996 (V. Gilmore 

in litt.) at Montezuma Well. There is also 
a record outside the MCNM complex at the 
nearby Village of Oak Creek during fall 
migration (October 1998, Rosenberg and 
Stejskal 1990).
American Wigeon (Anas americana) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: November – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
American Wigeon is the most frequently seen 
waterfowl in the MCNM complex and along 
Verde River, a fairly common winter vis-
itor and migrant.  They were present during 
most of our late fall surveys and during our 
early winter surveys in Montezuma Well, 
usually in flocks of 20–40 birds. We detected 
them in 22 surveys with a date range of 2 
January to 25 March and 11 September to 29 
November.
Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) 
Residency: winter
      Dates present: November – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water
The Canvasback was listed as uncommon 
in winter at “ponds like Montezuma Well” 
(Sutton 1954), but there are no records 
after that listing.  Currently this species is 
uncommon to fairly common fall through 
spring in the Verde Valley (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995, Radd in litt.).

Redhead (Aythya americana)
Residency: winter
      Dates present: August – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water 
We had eight detections on 21 February and 
between 30 August and 24 September.  There 
is also one recent winter record within the 
MCNM complex from a sighting in February 
1997.  This species is an uncommon visitor 
fall through spring in the Verde Valley 
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(Johnson and Sogge 1995), occurring on 
large expanses of open water.
Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) 
Residency: winter
      Dates present: November – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: open water
Sutton (1954) listed them as occasional at 
Montezuma Castle and rare at Montezuma 
Well.  We detected six individuals on open 
water associated with marsh and rivers during 
surveys from 2 January to 7 March and on 
26 November.  Currently the Ring-necked 
Duck is a fairly common fall-through-spring 
visitor to the Verde Valley (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995).
Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis)
Residency: winter
      Dates present: November – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water 
The species is listed as historically rare 
in winter by Sutton (1954) at Montezuma 
Well and at pools along Beaver Creek at 
Montezuma Castle. There are no recent 
records at Montezuma Well.  Currently this 
scaup is an uncommon fall and winter visitor 
in the Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 1995).
Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula)
Residency: winter
      Dates present: November – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water 
A “sparse to uncommon” winter visitor to 
central Arizona (Monson and Phillips 1981).  
Two records for the Verde Valley region 
date from 13 January 1989 (Thornburg in 
litt.) and 11 April 1998 (Radd in litt.).
Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) 
Residency: winter
      Dates present: November – May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon

Preferred habitat type: open water
The Bufflehead is fairly common on open 
water during fall through spring in the Verde 
Valley, but is not uniformly distributed over 
the region (Johnson and Sogge 1995, Radd in 
litt.).  Sutton (1954) lists this as an occasional 
winter migrant (November through April) 
in the Verde Valley, and “known from 
Montezuma Well.” Thornburg (in litt.) 
provided four sightings from 1986 to 1989.  
We detected five individuals of this species 
at Montezuma Well during our surveys from 
8 January to 4 March and on 8 May.  Jackson 
(1941) lists the species present in February 
and March within the Camp Verde region.
Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus) 
Residency: winter
      Dates present: November – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water
The Hooded Merganser was not listed as 
present by Jackson (1941) or Sutton (1954).  
There is one record on 26 November 1992, 
and the species is a rare fall through winter 
visitor to the Verde Valley (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995).
Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water
Sutton (1954) listed the Common Merganser 
as a yearlong resident in the Verde Valley 
(noting a nest in a hole in the bank of 
Beaver Creek near the Castle in 1940) and 
considered the bird rare at Montezuma Well. 
Jackson (1941) recorded it throughout most 
of year and considered it a breeding species 
(April through May) within the MCNM 
complex.  Christmas bird counts from 1938–
1939 recorded up to 10 Common Megansers 
(Jackson 1939).  We detected 18 individuals 
during our surveys between 10 February and 
23 August and found adults with young on 
Beaver Creek.
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Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) 
This species was listed in Frost’s (1947) bird 
checklist for the MCNM complex, based 
on an April 1935 sighting reported in the 
monthly park report (Superintendents of 
MOCA 1932).  The MCNM complex is far 
outside the Red-breasted Mergansers typical 
breeding and winter range, and Phillips et al. 
(1964) note it as “decidedly uncommon.” In 
winter, the appearance of this species is quite 
similar to the Common Merganser, which is 
regularly detected in the MCNM complex.  
Therefore, the Red-breasted Merganser seen 
in 1935 might possibly have been a Common 
Merganser in winter plumage, and this 
sighting should be considered “possible,” 
pending additional Red-breasted Merganser 
records.
Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis)
Residency: winter
      Dates present: November – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water 
The Ruddy Duck has historically been un-
common in winter (Sutton 1954).  We found 
the species on open water and associated with 
the marsh in Montezuma Well, detecting five 
individuals from 5 December to 13 March.  
Although this species breeds from 46 m up 
to 2835 m elevation throughout much of 
Arizona (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005), 
we did not find evidence of breeding in  the 
Camp Verde region.
Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus)
Residency: yearlong  
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
Ring-necked Pheasants were introduced into 
the Verde Valley by the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department as a game bird in the 1930s.  
Although the introduction was initially 
considered successful with “large numbers 
in and around Camp Verde” (about 200–300 
estimated in 1961), it is now considered rare 

in the Verde Valley and persists in only four 
or five areas statewide (Brown 1989).  The 
species was recorded “near the dwellings” at 
Montezuma Castle (Sutton 1954).  There are 
records for the Camp Verde region (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005), but none recently 
from the MCNM complex.

Gambel’s Quail (Callipepla gambelii)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: abundant
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
Jackson (1941) listed this quail as a common 
yearlong resident with breeding noted from 
April through June.  Sutton (1954) described 
it as “probably the most abundant bird in the 
Verde Valley,” with young most evident in 
June or July.  We found the species abundant 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area. We had more 
than 100 detections of this species during 
MCNM complex surveys, in every month 
of the year, within mesquite riparian, upland 
shrub, and grassland habitats.  Occasionally 
we found them in riparian woodland.  We 
also detected young frequently during 
summers from 1991 to 1997.

Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh
The Pied-billed Grebe is present throughout 
the Verde Valley, including Peck’s Lake (Sut-
ton 1954, Johnson and Sogge 1995).  Almost 
all of our sightings were from open water 
and marsh at Montezuma Well, with 18 birds 
detected between 2 January and 19 April and 
between 30 August and 14 October. Young 
were observed from June through August, as 
the species is multi-brooded in Arizona.

Least Bittern (Ixobychus exilis)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
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      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: marsh
The Least Bittern is present in the Verde 
Valley, such as at Peck’s Lake (Sutton 1954, 
Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). Almost 
all of our sightings were from marsh areas, 
with breeding detected at Tavaci Marsh near 
Tuzigoot National Monument (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995).  

Great Blue Heron (Ardea vivescens) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water
This species is considered uncommon, though 
readily seen in riparian zones throughout the 
Verde Valley watershed, including the Camp 
Verde area (Sutton 1954, Johnson and Sogge 
1995).  We documented 41 detections from 8 
January through 19 October in riparian areas 
and open water, especially slow-moving 
areas of Beaver Creek. The Great Blue 
Heron is also found in scattered heronries 
along the Verde River corridor with young 
present April through July (Corman and 
Wise-Gervais 2005).

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) 
Residency: winter; migrant 
      Dates present: October – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water
Snowy Egret is listed as uncommon to rare 
by Jackson (1941) and Sutton (1954).  There 
are no records in the MCNM complex since 
1953, and we did not detect this species 
during our surveys, although Snowy Egrets 
are uncommon-to-rare fall through spring 
migrants elsewhere in the Verde Valley 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995, Radd in litt.).  
Elsewhere in the state, the range of this 
species is expanding, with occurrences near 
open water, marshes, and riparian areas 
(Phillips et al. 1964).

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)
Residency: migrant

Dates present: April – June 
Breeding status: not yet known to breed in 
area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: marsh 
Cattle egrets began their expansion into North 
America in the 1950s, and the movement has 
been so rapid that they now breed in scattered 
locations as far north as extreme southern 
Canada (Telfair 1994).  Since Cattle Egrets 
were first documented nesting near Yuma, 
Arizona, in 1991, their breeding range in 
the state has steadily expanded northward 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  This 
species was first reported at Camp Verde 
in June 1974 (Alden and Mills 1974) and 
then in Cottonwood in April 1984 (Stejskal 
and Witzeman 1984).  The species has been 
observed very close to the MCNM complex 
at Lake Montezuma (April 1983, Witzeman 
1983b).  Given continued range expansion 
and increases in abundance in newly settled 
areas, this species will probably become 
quite common throughout the MCNM 
complex and Camp Verde region.
Green Heron ● (Butorides striatus)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: marsh 
Sutton (1954) listed this heron species as 
an uncommon breeder in late 1930s.  In the 
1950s (Sutton 1954) recorded the species as 
“casual” during summer within the Verde 
Valley.  The bird is secretive and usually 
observed near open water, marshes, and 
riparian areas (Phillips et al. 1964).  The 
Green Heron is now a confirmed breeder 
at Page Springs and Tavasci Marsh (Radd 
in litt.), and probably elsewhere along the 
Verde River and its tributaries (Corman and 
Wise-Gervais 2005).
Black-crowned Night-Heron    
(Nycticorax nycticorax) 
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Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: marsh
Historically, the Black-crowned Night-
Heron was an uncommon breeder in the area, 
with eggs collected in May a few kilometers 
below Camp Verde in the early 1900s. This 
heron breeds locally at Page Springs (Radd 
in litt.) and elsewhere in the Camp Verde 
region (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  It 
is not listed as a breeder within the MCNM 
complex by B. Jackson (1941), we did not 
observe this heron during our surveys, and 
no sightings have been recorded there since 
1951 (Sutton 1954).

White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) 
Residency: winter; migrant 
      Dates present: September – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: marsh
The White-faced Ibis is now a fairly common 
migrant species in the Verde Valley, 
including Peck’s Lake and Tavasci Marsh 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995, Radd in litt.).  
The species is more common now than in the 
1950s when Sutton (1954) listed only one 
record from the Verde Valley (from 1951).  
Appropriate marsh habitat is rare within 
MCNM complex, and there has been only 
one recent record from 5 September 1991.

Wood Stork (Mycteria americana)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: June- July 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: marsh 
Jackson (1941) listed this species as a rare 
summer visitor (June through July, 1935–
1940) in the Verde Valley, but there have 
been no subsequent records at the MCNM 
complex. Sutton (1954) lists the “Wood 
Ibis” as rare, but may be referring only to 
Jackson’s records.

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) 
Residency:  migrant 
      Dates present:  not certain 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance:  rare
Preferred habitat type:  mixed desert upland shrub
This Black Vulture spread from Mexico 
into southern Arizona in the early 1900s 
(Phillips et al. 1964). Sutton (1954) des-
cribes the Black Vulture as “extremely 
rare” for the Verde Valley, and reports that 
in 1947 “Scroeder” observed one flying 
over Montezuma Well.  However, Sutton 
(1954) did not feel the 1947 observation 
was certain, and so considered the vulture 
“hypothetical.” Monson and Phillips (1981) 
also state that the Verde Valley records were 
not considered authentic. The Black Vulture 
appears restricted to southern Arizona 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).

Turkey Vulture ● (Cathartes aura)
Residency: breeder 
      Dates present: March – September 
      Breeding status: believed to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
The Turkey Vulture is an abundant migrant 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed 
including the Camp Verde area (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005).  This species can 
be seen on almost any visit to the Camp 
Verde region during summer, but usually in 
low numbers.  We made 39 observations of 
this species at the MCNM complex between 
23 March and 30 September.  However, it 
is much more prevalent than our number 
of detections would suggest, because point 
counts are not effective for sampling large, 
soaring raptors. 

Osprey ● (Pandion haliaetus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: September – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water
Although rarely observed along open water 
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along Beaver Creek, this species may be 
more common than the detection rate would 
suggest.  It was recorded along Beaver Creek 
several kilometers upstream of Montezuma 
Well on 23 October 1998 and at Lake 
Montezuma on 25 February 1980 and 18 
September 1982 (Radd in litt.).  There are 
two other records in the MCNM complex 
(19 April 1980 and 6 September 1991)  At 
Clear Creek, Stejskal and Rosenberg (1990) 
reported a bird during the winter season 
(February 1990).
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; open water 
Historically, this species was extremely rare 
in winter (Sutton 1954), although it was 
reported to breed at Stoneman Lake in 1880s 
by Mearns (per Sutton 1954).  Regional and 
national status of this endangered species 
has improved over the last 30 years, and 
now it is a common breeding resident in the 
Verde Valley upstream of Peck’s Lake and 
downstream of Camp Verde (Glinski 1998). 
We had five sightings between 8 January and 
5 March of Bald Eagles flying or perched in 
large trees along Beaver Creek.
Northern Harrier ● (Circus cyaneus) 
Residency: migrant; winter 
      Dates present: August – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Historically, this raptor species was 
considered casually present in winter and 
spring.  The first MCNM complex record 
was on September 17, sometime between 
1937 and 1939 (Jackson 1941).  Sutton 
(1954) reports two sightings of Northern 
Harrier at Montezuma Castle, but considers 
the sightings uncertain. Pasture and grass-
land habitat is limited in the MCNM 
complex, so harriers would not be expected 
to occur commonly.  However, they probably 

occur occasionally as a “flyover” in upland 
habitats and the pasture at the Montezuma 
Well portion. Glinski (1998) reports them as 
rare to uncommon winter visitors within the 
Verde Valley.

Sharp-shinned Hawk ● (Accipiter striatus) 
Residency: winter; migrant 
      Dates present: September – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Historically, this species was a casual visitor 
during fall through winter.  A dead Sharp-
shinned Hawk was recorded at Montezuma 
Castle in 1946 and five observations 
are listed at Montezuma Well by Sutton 
(1954). One specimen was collected on 15 
September 1927.  The Sharp-shinned Hawk 
breeds in riparian woodlands and forests,  
and at higher elevations elsewhere, but can 
be found in virtually any habitat during 
migration and winter (Glinski 1998).

Cooper’s Hawk ● (Accipiter cooperii) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
This hawk is an uncommon breeder, mainly 
in riparian zones, and a yearlong resident 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area (Corman and 
Wise-Gervais 2005).  The species has bred 
at the MCNM complex since at least 1916, 
with multiple records of nesting in sycamores 
(summarized by Sutton 1954).  We had 22 
detections during our surveys (19 January 
and 24 April through 28 October), with most 
of those in riparian woodland, but we noted 
this species foraging throughout the MCNM 
complex and the entire Camp Verde region.  
We also found one active nest each year 
from 1991 to 1996 at the Montezuma Castle 
portion of the MCNM complex.

���



van Riper III, Sogge, and Johnson ���

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis)
Residency: migrant

Dates present: November – December; 
March – April 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
We had one sighting of two soaring 
Goshawks on 6 May 1997, probably 
migrating individuals.  This hawk breeds in 
dense coniferous forests, but may be found 
in almost any habitat during post-breeding 
dispersal and migration (Wiens et al. 2006).
Common Black-Hawk ● (Buteogallus 
anthracinus)
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
This bird is an uncommon riparian breeder 
that now occurs 20 March through 14 October 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area (Corman and 
Wise-Gervais 2005). The species appears 
to have been previously absent from this 
region, as it was not reported at the MCNM 
complex by Jackson (1941), and then noted 
as “extremely rare” with only one record at 
Montezuma Well by Sutton (1954).  Now 
locally more common, the Common Black 
Hawk is often seen soaring above riparian 
areas during the spring and early summer, 
with nesting pairs about every 1.6 kilometers 
apart along suitable portions of Wet Beaver 
Creek and the Verde River (Radd in litt.).  
We had 28 sightings during our surveys and 
found one nest each year (1991–1996) at the 
Montezuma Castle portion, and one nest at 
the Montezuma Well portion from 1995 to 
1996.
Harris’s Hawk ● (Parabuteo unicinctus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: August – December 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub

There is one record of Harris’s Hawk 
breeding during 1886 in the Verde Valley 
(Monson and Phillips 1981), but Jackson 
(1941) listed the species as casual, with 
sightings in March, April, and September.  
Sutton (1954) considered the species as 
“rare, hypothetical.” The Camp Verde region 
is presently north of the normal breeding 
range (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005), 
and there is no appropriate breeding habitat 
in the MCNM complex or the Verde Valley, 
as this species is a desert hawk typically 
associated with cactus-dominated habitats.  
Recent records in Cottonwood in January 
1991 (Stejskal and Rosenberg 1991b) and 
near Clarkdale in August 1989 during fall 
migration (Rosenberg and Stejskal 1990), 
lend support to the credibility of Jackson’s 
earlier sightings.
Swainson’s Hawk ● (Buteo swainsoni)
Residency: migrant

Dates present: October – November; March 
– April 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Taylor and Jackson (1916) described the 
Swainson’s Hawk as “quite common along 
Verde River below Camp Verde, where they 
were seen on several occasions....” This 
species has experienced substantial declines 
in the region during recent decades, as there 
is less grassland habitat around Camp Verde 
and no suitable areas within the MCNM 
complex. This hawk is now a rare spring and 
fall migrant bird in the Verde Valley, with 
only a few records per year, including one 
recent record on 24 September 1980 (Hyde 
in litt.).
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Red-tailed Hawks are uncommon breeders 
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throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area, and although 
uncommon in terms of numbers, they can 
be seen soaring over the MCNM complex 
during most visits, especially in spring and 
early summer.  We counted 69 individuals 
during our surveys, with birds observed in 
riparian trees and soaring over and foraging 
in virtually every terrestrial habitat. We also 
found active nests in the same riparian area 
each year at the Montezuma Castle portion 
from 1991 to 1993 and one at the Montezuma 
Well portion from 1991 to 1997.
Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis)
Residency: migrant; winter 
      Dates present: November – May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
Jackson (1941) and Sutton (1954) do not 
report this species within the MCNM 
complex, and Sutton (1954) lists only one 
record for the Verde Valley.  This hawk is 
an irregular to casual migrant and wintering 
visitor in the Peck’s Lake area (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995), with a few birds wintering in 
grassland areas from Cornville to Sedona 
(Glinski 1998, Radd in litt.).  There is one 
substantiated record on 24 April 1980 in 
Camp Verde, but the species probably flies 
over the area more often than the single 
sighting suggests. This hawk hunts in open 
grassland and shrub habitats, vegetation 
types certainly abundant in the Camp Verde 
region.
Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus)
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: November – February 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
The Rough-legged Hawk was not reported 
by Jackson (1941), but Sutton (1954) 
noted three “hypothetical” observations at 
Montezuma Well.  Radd (in litt.) noted the 
species as rare during the winter in the Verde 

Valley, as did Johnson and Sogge (1995).
Golden Eagle ● (Aquila chrysaetos)
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: October – February 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
Historically, the Golden Eagle was extremely 
rare within the Verde Valley, possibly due 
to human persecution, with only one record 
at Montezuma Well during summer 1953 
(Sutton 1954). The species has probably 
increased in abundance since then, as it is 
currently a rare but regular breeder in parts 
of the Verde Valley (Glinski 1998, Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005), and is occasionally 
seen in areas between Camp Verde and 
Cottonwood. We detected four of these 
eagles between 1 October and 2 February on 
our surveys, within open grassland and shrub 
habitat associated with steep cliffs.
American Kestrel ● (Falco sparverius)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub 
There are many historical records of this 
species in the Camp Verde region, including 
breeding records (Taylor and Jackson 1916, 
Jackson 1941, Sutton 1954). Although un-
common in terms of numbers, we regularly 
observed American Kestrels (71 detections) 
perched on treetops in riparian areas and 
telephone lines in the uplands.  We observed 
the birds foraging in all habitat types, but 
most frequently in more open areas.  It breeds 
in cavities of riparian trees and possibly in 
cliffs, and we observed adults going in and 
out of tree cavities and juveniles near those 
cavities.
Merlin ● (Falco columbarius)
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: November – February 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
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Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
This is a rare to casual winter visitor to 
the Verde Valley, where it prefers open 
grasslands and shrub areas (Glinski 1998, 
Johnson and Sogge 1995). There are two 
records at Montezuma Well, one in 1949 
(Sutton 1954) and one on 14 October 1986 
(Thornburg in litt.). There was also one 
Merlin recorded at Montezuma Castle on 29 
November 1997 (Radd in litt.).
Peregrine Falcon ● (Falco peregrinus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
A letter from J. Hickey (1939) describes 
nesting Peregrines in what appears to be 
the cliffs above the Castle, including the 
collection (by Mearns) of an egg, three 
juveniles, and two adults from 1884 to 1887. 
No historical records are noted by Jackson 
(1941) or Sutton (1954).  The loss of this 
species was probably related to the range-
wide decline through the 1970s as a result 
of the use of the pesticide DDT, though 
collection of eggs and nestlings within the 
MCNM complex may have been a factor 
locally (Hickey and Anderson 1968).  
The Peregrine is now a rare breeder and 
visitor within the Verde Valley (Johnson 
and Sogge 1995), with the closest known 
breeding territories in Sycamore Creek 
(above Clarkdale) and along the Verde River 
downstream of Camp Verde.  This falcon is 
no longer breeding within MCNM complex. 
There is one recent record in the MCNM 
complex on 22 December 1994, while the 
most current previous record was 1953.  If 
regional Peregrine populations continue to 
increase, this species may once again breed 
within the MCNM complex.
Virginia Rail (Rallus limicola)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 

      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: marsh
Virginia Rails are fairly common yearlong in 
the Camp Verde region and along the Verde 
Valley watershed (Johnson and Sogge 1995), 
breeding at Tavasci Marsh.  Historically, the 
species was a rare fall and winter visitor 
to Verde Valley, with records only from 
Montezuma Well (Sutton 1954).  We found 
five individuals from 27 December to 6 
March on our surveys, but this is a secretive 
species and it may occur at Montezuma Well 
more frequently than our sightings suggest.  

Sora (Porzana carolina) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: marsh
Historically, this species was a rare fall 
and winter visitor to Verde Valley, with 
records from Montezuma Well and Peck’s 
Lake (Sutton 1954). Presently the species is 
fairly common yearlong in the Verde Valley 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995); it is a secretive 
species that may occur at Montezuma Well 
more frequently than sightings suggest.  We 
found the Sora in marsh-associated habitat at 
Montezuma Well on 23 and 30 August 1991, 
and on 6 March 1999.

Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: marsh 
Currently this Moorhen is uncommon 
yearlong within the Camp Verde region, 
nesting at Page Springs and Tavasci 
Marsh (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  
Historically, the bird was noted as “extremely 
rare,” with one record (31 October 1953) at 
Montezuma Well (Sutton 1954).  We sighted 
two birds on 28 July 1993 in marsh habitat 
associated with Montezuma Well.
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American Coot  (Fulica americana)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: open water; marsh 
Common historically (Sutton 1954) and 
currently (Johnson and Sogge 1995) in 
the Verde Valley, this species is a breeder 
and yearlong resident throughout the 
Verde Valley watershed, including the 
Camp Verde area. Although rare with 
regard to abundance, it is regularly seen at 
Montezuma Well, and we detected eight 
individuals between 12 January and 5 March 
and on 9 October.  
Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: October 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
There is one record of Black-bellied Plover 
at Montezuma Well on 4 October 1947 
reported by Sutton (1954), but he considered 
the sighting “hypothetical.” Monson and 
Phillips (1981) considered it an uncommon 
transient statewide.
Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus)
The only record of this species in the 
MCNM complex is its inclusion in Jackson’s 
(1941) report. In her report, the species 
name is followed by a question mark in the 
occurrence table, indicating that Jackson 
was unsure of the correct identification. 
The subsequent inclusion of this species in 
Frost’s (1947) checklist appears to be based 
only on Jackson (1941).  Other shorebirds do 
migrate through the area (Johnson and Sogge 
1995), and thus this Mountain Plover record 
may be a misidentification.

Killdeer ● (Charadrius vociferus)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon

Preferred habitat type: open water; riparian 
The Killdeer is an uncommon breeder and 
yearlong resident throughout the Verde Val-
ley watershed, including the Camp Verde area 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  There 
are many records from at least 1916 (Taylor 
and Jackson 1916).  Although uncommon in 
terms of numbers, this vociferous shorebird 
is regularly heard (and sometimes seen), 
especially during the spring and summer 
when it responds to human intrusions with 
loud alarm calls.  It is found primarily on 
open sandy or rocky areas along Beaver 
Creek and sewage ponds. We detected 28 
individuals during our surveys, and found 
one active nest at Montezuma Castle in 
1995.

Willet ● (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: November 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: open water; riparian
The Willet is a rare spring and fall migrant in 
the Camp Verde region (Johnson and Sogge 
1995).  There is one record at Montezuma 
Well in 1953 (Sutton 1954). We did not 
detect this species during our surveys.  

Spotted Sandpiper ● (Actitus macularis) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This is the most widely distributed 
breeding sandpiper throughout Arizona 
riparian areas (Corman and Wise-Gervais 
2005).  Historically, the bird was noted as 
“extremely rare” in the Verde region and 
was unrecorded by Jackson (1941). There 
were only two records noted by Sutton 
(1954), with those sightings occurring on 
open sandy and wetland areas along Beaver 
Creek.  We counted five individuals from 
17 February to 10 March and from 18 July 
to 11 September, and although it may be 
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observed more frequently than in the past, 
it is still not common within the MCNM 
complex.  We suspect that this species may 
be breeding, based on adult “distraction 
behavior” noted along Wet Beaver Creek. In 
addition, Corman and Wise-Gervais (2005) 
note breeding along the Verde River and at 
Verde Hot Springs.

Baird’s Sandpiper ● (Calidris bairdii)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: October – November 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian  
Baird’s Sandpiper is a common to fairly 
common fall transient statewide (Monson 
and Phillips 1981).  There is one record at 
Montezuma Well, on an unspecified date in 
1948 (Sutton 1954).

Wilson’s Snipe ● (Gallinago delicate)  
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: October – December 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; marsh
This bird was formerly known as a subspecies 
of the Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago), 
inhabiting relatively short marsh and wetland 
vegetation, often along rivers and streams.  
Sutton (1954) reported two fall records, 
one at Montezuma Castle (1940) and one at 
Montezuma Well (1949).  The species is an 
uncommon fall migrant through spring in 
the Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 1995, 
Radd in litt.). 

Wilson’s Phalarope ● (Phalaropus tricolor) 
Residency: migrant

Dates present: October – November; 
February – April 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: open water; riparian
Wilson’s Phalarope is a common to fairly 
common transient statewide (Monson and 
Phillips 1981), but an uncommon spring 
and fall migrant at Peck’s Lake (Johnson 

and Sogge 1995).  There is one record at 
Montezuma Well in September 1953 (Sutton 
1954).
Rock Pigeon ● (Columba livia)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Rock Pigeon is a common breeder and 
yearlong resident throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  
There were no historical records in the 
MCNM complex through 1954 (Taylor and 
Jackson 1916, Jackson 1941, Sutton 1954), 
but the species appears to have increased 
with growing regional urbanization.  There 
is one record of nesting in the cliffs above 
Montezuma Castle in the 1984 breeding 
season (Witzeman and Stejskal 1984).  We 
had 13 detections of this species on our 
surveys, with detections occurring between 
2 March to 8 November.
White-winged Dove ● (Zenaida asiatica) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The abundance and distribution of this 
dove appears to have fluctuated locally 
over the past 100 years, with a northward 
range expansion since the 1870s (Phillips 
et al. 1964).  Not noted at all within the 
Verde Valley by Mearns in the late 1800s 
(Phillips 1942), but found to be common 
below Camp Verde by Taylor and Jackson 
(1916).  Later, Jackson (1941) listed the bird 
as casual from May through September, 
with no record of breeding.  Sutton (1954) 
describes it as common summer resident 
throughout the Verde Valley, and notes a 
nest in mesquites near the Castle residence.  
The statewide abundance and distribution of 
this species has been influenced by changes 
in agricultural practices, urbanization, and 
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water use (Brown 1989).  There are no recent 
records from the MCNM complex, though it 
is an uncommon breeder in Clarkdale and on 
the Black Hills foothills, with single birds 
seen north to Oak Creek Canyon during the 
breeding season (Radd in litt.).

Mourning Dove ● (Zenaida macroura) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Presently, the Mourning Dove is a common 
riparian-upland breeder and yearlong resident 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005).  The species was 
described as “numerous” at Montezuma 
Castle and “common” at Montezuma Well 
by Taylor and Jackson (1916), with notes of 
two active nests.  It was noted as a breeding 
species by Jackson (1941).  This was one of 
the birds most commonly observed during 
our surveys; we detected 371 individuals in 
trees and shrubs within upland and riparian 
areas, and found many active nests.
Common Ground Dove (Columbina passerina)
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
Sutton (1954) describes a 1913 sighting of 
the Common Ground Dove at Camp Verde, 
and Jackson (1916) recorded one at the 
mouth of Beaver Creek.  There is one record 
at Montezuma Castle from May 1991.
Thick-billed Parrot    
(Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha) 
In the 1800s, this species ranged casually 
as far north as “Beaver Creek near Camp 
Verde,” breeding in pine forests but moving 
through other habitats (Phillips et al. 1964).  
This rather general geographic description 
seems to be at or very close to the Camp 
Verde region and the MCNM complex, 

as are two specimens collected at “Fort 
Verde” in 1886 and 1887.  Therefore, it is 
quite likely that the Thick-billed Parrot was 
present within the area to some degree in the 
past, but it no longer occurs in the region.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo ●   
(Coccyzus americanus)
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: May – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
The cuckoo is an uncommon riparian breeder 
in appropriate habitat throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Holmes et al. 2008). Historically, 
Taylor and Jackson (1916) reported cuckoos 
as common in timber along Beaver Creek up 
to at least three kilometers above Montezuma 
Well. Jackson (1941) recorded them as casual 
from June through September, but did not 
consider them a breeder within the MCNM 
complex.  Sutton (1954) described cuckoos 
as uncommon summer transients “usually 
seen only for a day or two, or at most for 
a week.”  This implies that they were not 
breeding within the MCNM complex at that 
time.  The species is currently breeding at 
the MCNM complex, and appears to be more 
common now than from the 1930s to 1950s.  
The cuckoo is a species of special concern in 
Arizona, and a candidate species for federal 
listing.  In the western United States, the 
cuckoo is a riparian-obligate that breeds 
only in mature gallery riparian woodlands.  
A secretive species, it was probably not 
well sampled with our general bird surveys 
and warrants a focused inventory.  We did, 
however, detect 36 birds between 26 May 
and 6 September within dense, tall sycamore 
and cottonwood riparian habitat, and noted 
active nests throughout the summer on Wet 
Beaver Creek.
Greater Roadrunner ●   
(Geococcyx californianus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
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      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Although large, the roadrunner is surprisingly 
elusive, but they may become tame and quite 
bold if they habituate to people.  The bird is 
an uncommon upland breeder and yearlong 
resident throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde area.  
Males maintain large territories, so there 
are probably not many resident individuals 
within the MCNM complex, but we did 
make 11 detections between 31 January and 
24 September.  We also found one active 
nest at the Montezuma Castle in 1995.
Groove-billed Ani ● 
(Crotophaga sulcirostris)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present:  May;  September – October 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance:  irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
The Groove-billed Ani is “a straggler from 
Mexico” with two pre-1980 records in 
northern Arizona (Monson and Phillips 
1981).  An Ani was photographed at Rim 
Rock on 21 October 1982 during fall 
migration (Witzeman 1983a); other nearby 
sightings include one at the Walker Basin 
Trail (about six kilometers west of the 
MCNM complex) on 10 May 1998, and one 
at Lake Montezuma on 24 and 26 September 
1998.  These individuals probably moved 
through the region by following the riparian 
corridor, and may, therefore, have passed 
through Camp Verde and Montezuma Castle 
on the MCNM complex en route to Rim 
Rock or Lake Montezuma.
Owls. Being nocturnal, owls are not ad-
equately surveyed with the morning point 
counts that we used. Usually quiet and 
inconspicuous during the day, owls are often 
not seen during general bird surveys, and are 
undoubtedly more common than the number 
of detections suggest.  Several of the species 
listed below were detected during focused 
nocturnal owl surveys, conducted with tape 

playback, and would have been entirely 
missed during our daytime survey efforts.

Barn Owl ● (Tyto alba)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
Historically widespread but uncommon, 
Barn Owls are now generally absent in the 
Camp Verde region.  Sutton (1954) notes 
many specimens from Fort Verde in the 
late 1800s.  Based on local reports, Taylor 
and Jackson (1916) describe the owl as “not 
uncommon” in the Verde Valley, extending 
up Beaver Creek at least to Montezuma Well.  
They described a Barn Owl nest in a dirt 
bank.  Given its local abundance and ability 
to nest in cliffs and dirt banks, the Barn 
Owl may have nested within the MCNM 
complex.  This is a species that has clearly 
declined locally and regionally, and since 
1916 there has only been one record in the 
MCNM complex (April 1984).  However, a 
few sightings have been recorded at Tavasci 
Marsh and along the adjacent Verde River 
(Radd in litt.). 
Western Screech-Owl ●   
(Megascops kennicottii) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Taylor and Jackson (1916) recorded Screech 
Owls as common in the trees along Camp 
Verde region streams. Jackson (1941) 
considered the bird as casual.  Sutton (1954) 
described a 1942 sighting of an adult and 
three young near Montezuma Castle, but 
noted that records were rare since 1942.  We 
noted 12 detections during our surveys along 
riparian areas, and one probable nest in a 
particularly large cottonwood tree cavity.
Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) 
Residency: yearlong 
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      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
This species is presently an uncommon 
breeder throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde area 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  With its 
ability to a live in a wide range of habitats, 
the Great Horned Owl is one of the most 
widespread owls in North America.  It was 
found frequently by Taylor and Jackson 
(1916), and noted as a regular breeder within 
the MCNM complex by Jackson (1941) and 
Sutton (1954).  We recorded 25 individuals 
during our surveys between 31 January and 
15 November.
Northern Pygmy-Owl ● (Glaucidium gnoma) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This owl is a fairly common breeding resident 
of coniferous forests in central Arizona 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). They are 
occasional transients or winter visitors into 
nearby lowlands, particularly along forested 
drainages (Monson and Phillips 1981).  
There are many winter sightings of transients 
and winter visitors to the Camp Verde region 
and there is one record in April 1993 at the 
MCNM complex.
Elf Owl ● (Micrathene whitneyi)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Generally, the Elf Owl is a sparse summer 
resident and uncommon breeder in central 
Arizona (Phillips et al. 1964). There are 
summer records of these owls along Oak 
Creek near Cornville (Stejskal and Rosen-
berg 1991a).  The species is generally found 
along riparian corridors in the Camp Verde 

region, and we detected a pair using tape 
playback on 14 July 1992 during a nocturnal 
owl survey along Beaver Creek. 

Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present:  December 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare; irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland 
shrub; riparian
Spotted Owls breed primarily in higher-
elevation conifer forests, but they do occur 
rarely during post-breeding dispersal in 
the lowlands (Willey and van Riper 2007).  
Monson and Phillips (1981) indicated that 
dispersing owls are “not far from mountains” 
in winter.  One Spotted Owl was observed 
in Page Springs on 4 November 1985 (V. 
Gilmore in litt.). Frost’s (1947) MCNM 
complex checklist includes an entry for 
this owl, but there is no other supporting 
information for occurrence in the complex, 
and Sutton (1954) stated that this species 
needed further confirmation before accepting 
the record.

Short-eared Owl  (Asio flammeus)
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: November – May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland 
shrub
This open shrub and grassland species is 
generally a rare winter visitor to “open 
areas” statewide (Phillips et al. 1964).  One 
Short-eared Owl was detected in May 1994 
and another in May 1995 during our surveys, 
at night along the main road to the Castle.

Northern Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) 
This owl is listed in Frost’s (1947) check-
list, but considered by Sutton (1954) as 
a questionable sighting. There are no 
additional data or documentation of this 
species occurring at the MCNM complex, 
but Corman and Wise-Gervais (2005) show 
breeding records within the mountain ranges 
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that border the Camp Verde region.

Caprimulgids.  Nighthawks and poorwills 
are active primarily at dusk. Our bird 
surveys, based on morning counts, are 
not an effective method for sampling such 
crepuscular, aerial species. Therefore, the 
lack or scarcity of current records may be 
a function of the avian sampling techniques 
used, rather than an absence of species 
within this bird group. 

Lesser Nighthawk ● (Chordeiles acutipennis) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: May – July 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This species was first recorded at the MCNM 
complex as a “Texas Nighthawk” by Taylor 
and Jackson (1916), with four to six birds 
regularly flying nightly over Montezuma 
Well. Jackson (1941) lists this species as 
“fairly common” to “common” in summer.  
Sutton (1954) also describes it as a common 
summer resident. The bird is common in 
summer and is thought to breed in the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).   The 
Lesser Nighthawk is also an uncommon to 
common summer resident in Sonoran habitat 
zones statewide (Phillips et al. 1964).  
Common Nighthawk ● (Chordeiles minor) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: May – July 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Corman and Wise-Gervais (2005) and 
Phillips et al. (1964) described this species 
as a common summer resident in northern 
Arizona and the Upper Sonoran Zones 
in central Arizona, and there have been 
several accepted records from the Verde 
Valley.  There is no mention in historical 
literature of this species occurring at the 
MCNM complex, but we did detect one 
on 19 June 1991. Easily misidentified as a 

Lesser Nighthawk or overlooked due to its 
crepuscular habits, it may be more common 
than our single sighting suggests.
Common Poorwill ● (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: May – July 
      Breeding status: thought to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Taylor and Jackson (1916) noted the Com-
mon Poorwill as uncommon in upland and 
riparian habitats throughout the Verde 
Valley, but it was not recorded within 
the MCNM complex by Jackson (1941).  
However, Sutton (1954) describes a dead 
poorwill found near Montezuma Castle in 
1942 and lists the species as a rare transient.  
This rare summer resident is a suspected 
breeder in the Camp Verde region (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005).  During our sur-
veys we detected 10 individuals between 
15 March and 24 September.  Phillips et al. 
(1964) described it as a common summer 
resident in Sonoran habitat zones in central 
Arizona. It may be locally more common 
now than early in this century, or it might 
simply have been overlooked due to its 
crepuscular habits.  

Swifts.  Our surveys were not focused on 
aerial foragers and, thus, probably seriously 
undercounted all swifts. However, it pro-
vides a relative index of abundance and 
gives some idea of swift species arrival and 
departure dates.
Vaux’s Swift ● (Chaetura vauxi) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
A fairly common but irregular migrant in 
central Arizona (Phillips et al. 1964), this 
species may occur more frequently in the 
MCNM complex, but could be overlooked 
or misidentified if flying with the more 
common White-throated Swift.  A sighting 
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on 27 March 1982 by Dr. Hyde at the Well 
picnic area is the only known record at the 
MCNM complex.
White-throated Swift ● (Aeronautes saxatalis) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – October 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This swift is an aerial forager that nests in 
cliffs near riparian areas and is a common 
breeder throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde area 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  Taylor 
and Jackson (1916) noted “perhaps a 
hundred” at Montezuma Well, while Sutton 
(1954) describes it as an uncommon summer 
resident.  We found the species present from 
6 March to 14 October, counting over 40 
individuals that were occupying appropriate 
nesting cliffs throughout the breeding 
season.
Blue-throated Hummingbird  ●  
(Lampornis clemenciae) 
Residency: unknown 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: unknown
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Jackson (1941) described this hummingbird 
as present April through September, and 
breeding from April through May within 
the MCNM complex. However, there 
are no subsequent records (Sutton 1954), 
although Monson and Phillips (1981) report 
“unverified” sightings in Oak Creek.  The 
Camp Verde region is considerably outside 
the normal breeding range of this species, 
and Blue-throated Hummingbirds do not tend 
to wander from their southeastern Arizona 
stronghold (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  
The similar-sized Magnificent Hummingbird 
(Eugenes fulgens) is a casual visitor to the 
Mogollon Rim and nearby Oak Creek (see 
next species account), so we are inclined to 
believe Jackson’s Blue-throated sightings 

may have been a misidentification.  

Magnificent Hummingbird ● (Eugenes fulgens) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – August 
      Breeding status: believed to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
This hummingbird species has recently 
expanded into the Camp Verde region, 
most likely the result of increasing numbers 
of hummingbird feeders.  We observed it 
between 25 March and 30 August. 

Anna’s Hummingbird ● (Calypte anna) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: June – August 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Although the Verde Valley is outside the 
general range for Anna’s Hummingbird, 
there are records of males near Sedona 
(March through May 1987; Stejskal and 
Witzeman 1987) and Oak Creek Canyon 
(January 1985; Witzeman and Stejskal 1986).  
This species’ breeding range in Arizona is 
quickly expanding, and now likely includes 
much of the riparian habitat in the Camp 
Verde region, at least in limited numbers 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  We had 
two detections during our surveys on 6 June 
1990 and 23 August 1991.

Costa’s Hummingbird ● (Calypte costae) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Costa’s Hummingbird was noted by Taylor 
and Jackson (1916) near the mouth of Beaver 
Creek. Phillips (1942) reported one or two 
specimens taken in the 1880s and suggested 
this speices was a casual visitor at Camp 
Verde. It is now an uncommon spring 
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migrant in the Verde Valley (Radd in litt.). 
We observed one individual on 8 May 
1991.

Broad-tailed Hummingbird ●
(Selasphorus platycercus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March – May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
This hummingbird is a fairly common breeder 
at higher elevations above the Mogollon 
Rim, but an uncommon (Radd in litt.) to 
rare (Johnson and Sogge 1995) spring and 
fall migrant elsewhere in the Camp Verde 
region.  We had four observations of this 
species between 23 March and 27 April.

Rufous Hummingbird ● (Selasphorus rufus)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: June – September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub 
The Rufous Hummingbird is an uncommon 
spring and fall migrant in central Arizona 
(Phillips et al. 1964) and elsewhere in the 
Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 1995).  
We observed four individuals between 10 
June and 23 August.
Belted Kingfisher ● (Ceryle alcyon) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Now a species of concern in Arizona, the 
Belted Kingfisher was noted as casual 
yearlong in the MCNM complex by Jackson 
(1941) and as a common resident along 
streams and ponds in the Verde Valley by 
Sutton (1954).  There are no early records 
of nesting and recent nesting records are 
rare, with only a few reported in the Verde 
Valley and surrounding area (Witzeman 

and Stejskal 1987, Rosenberg and Stejskal 
1989).  Radd (in litt.) reported this species 
breeding at Tapco in 1997 and Page Springs 
in 1998.  Breeding populations within the 
Verde River appear to be steadily increasing 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  During 
our surveys, we detected 60 individuals on 
open water along Beaver Creek riparian 
areas.  We also found one active nest on Wet 
Beaver Creek in 1996.

Lewis’s Woodpecker ● (Melanerpes lewis) 
Residency: migrant; winter 
      Dates present: December – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Sutton (1954) describes this woodpecker 
species as “extremely rare,” known only from 
several spring sightings at Montezuma Well.  
The species is an irregular winter visitor in 
the Camp Verde region and throughout the 
Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 1995).

Red-headed Woodpecker ●   
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: August 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
Generally distributed east of the Rockies, 
there is an extralimital record in Arizona 
from June 1894 (Phillips et al. 1964).  
During our surveys, we observed a single 
subadult foraging in large cottonwood trees 
at the Montezuma Well picnic area. This 
record was submitted to American Birds 
and accepted by the Arizona Bird Records 
Committee.

Gila Woodpecker ● (Melanerpes uropygialis) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Sutton (1954) notes the absence of this 
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species in Mearns’ studies at Camp Verde 
during the 1880s, although it became “fairly 
abundant” in the valley and MCNM complex 
by 1916 (Taylor and Jackson 1916).  Now 
frequently seen and heard in riparian habitat 
and at the picnic area at Montezuma Well, 
this woodpecker has become a common 
riparian breeder and yearlong resident 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005).  We detected over 
283 individuals on our surveys and found 
several active nests in gallery sycamore and 
cottonwood trees along Wet Beaver Creek 
and the lower Verde River.

Red-naped Sapsucker ●   
(Sphyrapicus nuchalis) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: September – November 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Jackson (1941) and Sutton (1954) list this 
species as casual in the MCNM complex 
during winter.  This is a relatively secretive 
and easily overlooked woodpecker species 
and may, therefore, be a more frequent 
visitor to the MCNM complex and Verde 
Valley than our data suggest. We detected 
four individuals between 24 September and 
8 November.

Williamson’s Sapsucker ●   
(Sphyrapicus thyroideus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: October – November 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Sutton (1954) reported a 1938 sighting at 
Montezuma Castle. This woodpecker is 
infrequently encountered in the Camp Verde 
region.  One bird was seen at Camp Verde in 
October 1993 (Rosenberg et al. 1994a) and 
at Mingus Mountain during fall 1996 (Radd 
in litt.).  

Ladder-backed Woodpecker ●  
(Picoides scalaris)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
The Ladder-backed Woodpecker is an 
uncommon breeder and yearlong resident in 
the Verde Valley watershed, including the 
Camp Verde area (Sogge and Johnson 1998).  
We detected 102 birds during our surveys 
within the MCNM complex, principally in 
riparian and mesquite bosque habitats. We 
also noted active nests and breeding evidence 
from recently fledged young.

Northern Flicker ● (Colaptes auratus)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
All records that we could find of this species 
pertain to the “Red-shafted” group (C. a. 
cafer).  This woodpecker was reported as 
a resident breeder by Jackson (1941) and 
Sutton (1954) in the MCNM complex.  
Although uncommon in terms of numbers, 
this species is often seen and heard in riparian 
areas and at the Montezuma Well picnic 
area. We detected 72 individuals during our 
surveys.  In the Camp Verde region and the 
Verde Valley, it is most common during 
winter, with few breeding locally (Radd 
in litt.).  We noted yearlong occupancy in 
appropriate riparian habitat and territorial 
behavior throughout the breeding period.

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet ● 
(Camptostoma imberbe) 
Sutton (1954) reported this tyrannulet as rare 
in the Verde Valley, and “known from Monte-
zuma Castle, Montezuma Well, and Sedona.” 
There is no other evidence of sighting records, 
and Phillips et al. (1964) did not list any winter 
records near the Verde Valley.
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Olive-sided Flycatcher ● (Contopus cooperi) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This flycatcher was seen perched on a tall 
sycamore along Beaver Creek in the western 
section of Montezuma Castle on 8 May 1991.  
It is a rare migrant in the Camp Verde region 
and throughout the Verde River valley (Radd 
in litt.).
Western Wood-Pewee ●   
(Contopus sordidulus) 
Residency: breeding; migrant 
      Dates present: June – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Western Wood-Pewee is an uncommon 
breeder throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde region 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  Phillips 
et al. (1964) reported verified breeding birds 
in the Verde Valley, primarily in oak and 
pine woodlands (Radd in litt.).  Taylor and 
Jackson (1916), Jackson (1941) and Sutton 
(1954) describe MCNM complex summer 
sightings of this species, but with no note of 
breeding.  During our surveys we detected 37 
pewees between 21 June and 6 September, in 
cottonwood and sycamore riparian habitat.  
We noted breeding in the MCNM complex 
and made regular detections throughout the 
summer of singing-territorial behavior.  We 
also found that northbound migrants were 
common into mid-June.
Willow Flycatcher ● (Empidonax traillii) 
Residency: breeding; migrant 
      Dates present: May – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (E. 
t. extimus) is a federally listed endangered 
species.  This bird is a rare breeder in isolated 
riparian zones within the Verde Valley 

watershed, including the Camp Verde region 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  It breeds 
in small numbers at one site along the Verde 
River near Camp Verde.  However, there are 
no records of breeding within the MCNM 
complex, probably because there is no 
appropriate habitat.  We detected one singing 
male in a very small patch of sycamore trees 
at the Montezuma Well outflow on 15 May 
1996. Migrants are known to sing, and this 
bird may have been a migrant.

Gray Flycatcher ● (Empidonax wrightii) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May – November 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Gray Flycatcher is a common breeder 
in pinyon-juniper habitat in central Arizona, 
breeding along the periphery of the Verde 
Valley. It probably occurs “casually” to 
“rarely” as a spring and fall migrant at the 
MCNM complex and in the Camp Verde 
region. One was collected on 10 May 1925, 
but recent observations are lacking.

Western Flycatcher (Pacific-slope or 
Cordilleran) ● 
(Empidonax difficilis or E. occidentalis)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The two recently separated flycatcher 
species are difficult to differentiate in the 
field and until recently were considered a 
single species.  One individual was detected 
on 24 April 1993, and at the time of detection 
this bird was noted only as Western Fly-
catcher.  Both Pacific-slope and Cordilleran 
Flycatchers have been reported in the Verde 
Valley (Phillips et al. 1964), although the 
Cordilleran may be more common. This 
flycatcher breeds on Mingus Mountain (Radd 
in litt.).  Pacific-slope Flycatchers are rare 
migrants in the Verde Valley (Radd in litt.). 
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Black Phoebe ● (Sayornis nigricans)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This phoebe is a common riparian breeder 
and yearlong resident throughout the entire 
Verde Valley watershed (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005). The Black Phoebe builds 
mud nests under overhanging rocks, cliffs, 
and bridges, usually near water, and we 
often observed it foraging along the Verde, 
Beaver Creek, and at Montezuma Well.  
Sutton (1954) reported that one or two Black 
Phoebes nested at Montezuma Well, and one 
specimen was collected 2 June 1893.  We 
made more than 90 detections of this species 
in riparian habitats, and found several active 
nests from 1991 through 1995.
Say’s Phoebe ● (Sayornis saya) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Although uncommon in terms of numbers, 
Say’s Phoebes are very conspicuous and can 
usually be seen on spring or summer visits 
to MCNM complex upland habitats. They 
are yearlong residents throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005), and 
become even more common in fall and 
winter in the Verde Valley (Radd in litt.).  
We counted 63 birds during our MCNM 
complex surveys and found active nests.
Vermilion Flycatcher ● (Pyrocephalus rubinus) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Taylor and Jackson (1916) found this species 
to be fairly common, and Sutton (1941) 
reported this flycatcher as often seen around 
Montezuma Well. Both Jackson (1941) and 

Sutton (1954) list it as an uncommon but 
regular breeder in the MCNM complex.  
We recorded only 12 individuals between 
10 March and 28 September, and two nests 
in riparian habitat, during our surveys.  The 
Vermilion Flycatcher is now an uncommon 
breeder in the Verde Valley watershed 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  Based 
on the historical records, it appears that the 
Vermilion Flycatcher was previously more 
common in the Camp Verde region.
Ash-throated Flycatcher ●   
(Myiarchus cinerascens) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Reported as common by Taylor and Jackson 
(1916), Jackson (1941), and Sutton (1954), 
the Ash-throated Flycatcher is still a common 
spring and summer breeder.  Between 12 
March and 25 September mainly in upland, 
but also in mesquite riparian habitats, we 
detected 237 individuals and found several 
nests.  This is one of the most frequently 
seen birds at the MCNM complex, primarily 
because of its large size and conspicuous 
behavior.  
Brown-crested Flycatcher ●   
(Myiarchus tyrannulus)
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – July 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
This flycatcher is a breeder in western 
Arizona and south of the Mogollon Rim. 
It has experienced population reductions 
due to the loss of large riparian trees, in 
which it finds cavities for nesting (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005). Its presence in 
the MCNM complex was not reported by 
Jackson (1941) or Sutton (1954), but we 
recorded 156 individuals during our surveys.  
The presence of the flycatcher in the MCNM 
complex is an indication of the present 
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quality of the riparian habitat. We inferred 
nesting of the Brown-crested Flycatcher in 
gallery cottonwood and sycamore riparian 
habitats between 24 April and 18 July by our 
observations of adult presence throughout 
summer and adults with recently fledged 
young near possible nest cavities

Cassin’s Kingbird ● (Tyrannus vociferans) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
This kingbird is presently an uncommon 
(but sometimes locally common) breeder 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area (Corman and 
Wise-Gervais 2005). Jackson (1941) and 
Sutton (1954) also list the Cassin’s Kingbird 
as an uncommon breeder within the MCNM 
complex.  Sutton (1941) reports adults and 
young at Montezuma Castle and Montezuma 
Well.  We found 44 individuals and active 
nests, primarily in riparian, but also some 
upland areas between 16 April and 30 
August.

Western Kingbird ● (Tyrannus verticalis) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Jackson (1941) and Sutton (1954) list the 
Western Kingbird as a fairly common breeder 
within the MCNM complex. We detected 
42 individuals of this species between 16 
April and 30 August during our surveys, and 
observed adults with recently fledged young.  
Taylor and Jackson (1916) reported this as 
one of the most abundant birds at all of their 
camps in the Verde Valley.

Loggerhead Shrike ● (Lanius ludovicianus)
 Residency: yearlong 
      Dates Present: January – December 

      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The yearlong presence of Loggerhead 
Shrikes indicates local nesting in the Camp 
Verde region, but no evidence exists of 
nesting within MCNM complex. Sutton 
(1954) reported the shrikes as “rarely seen” 
yearlong residents, and made no mention 
of nesting within the Verde Valley. This 
bird is currently an uncommon yearlong 
resident; we detected 17 individuals during 
our surveys within the Verde Valley. 

Bell’s Vireo ● (Vireo bellii) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland 
shrub; riparian
Although found to be abundant in the area 
by Taylor and Jackson (1916), the number of 
Bell’s Vireos appears to have declined by the 
mid-1900s. This species was not reported in 
the MCNM complex by Jackson (1941) and 
was listed as uncommon by Sutton (1954).  
One specimen was collected on 8 August 
1916. Between 18 April and 3 August 
we detected 25 of these vireos during our 
1994–1996 surveys, and also noted that it is 
a frequent host of Brown-headed Cowbird 
parasitism within the MCNM complex.

Gray Vireo ● (Vireo vicinior)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April – August 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Taylor and Jackson (1916) reported this 
species as fairly common in oak brush “in 
the vicinity of” Montezuma Well.  Three 
specimens were collected by Taylor at 
Montezuma Well in early August 1916.  
We found this species to be a rare, spring-
through-fall visitor, detecting eight birds 
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in riparian and upland habitats between 30 
April and 6 August.

Plumbeous Vireo ● (Vireo plumbeus) 
Residency: migrant

Dates present: October – January; April 
– May 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Sutton (1954) described this vireo as a rare 
summer visitor (May through August) in the 
Verde Valley, with no mention of records 
specific to the MCNM complex.  One 
specimen was collected by W. P. Taylor at 
Montezuma Well on 8 August 1916.  Quiet 
and easily overlooked when not vocalizing, 
and often misidentified as a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, it may occur more frequently in fall 
through spring than our six records suggest.

Hutton’s Vireo ● (Vireo huttoni) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
We detected a single bird of this species; 
it was seen foraging and calling in the tall 
cottonwoods and junipers along Beaver 
Creek south of the Montezuma Well picnic 
area.  Another Hutton’s Vireo was observed 
on 8 March 1998 upstream of Montezuma 
Well at the Wet Beaver Creek campground 
(Radd in litt.).  There seems to have been 
a northward expansion in Arizona of this 
species (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005), 
and it may become a future breeder in the 
Camp Verde region.

Warbling Vireo ● (Vireo gilvus) 
Residency: breeding; migrant 
      Dates present: May – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Jackson (1941) reported this vireo as a casual 
fall migrant, but neither Jackson (1938) 

or Sutton (1954) provide any evidence of 
breeding in the MCNM complex.  Statewide, 
this bird is a common summer resident 
in riparian habitat with willows, maples, 
and box-elder (Phillips et al. 1964), but 
is primarily a migrant in the Verde Valley 
(Radd in litt.).  We did record six of these 
birds between 16 May and 5 September, and 
found one active nest in 1996.  We had one 
detection on 28 June, which is considered 
late for a migrant, and may have been a 
wandering non-breeder.
Steller’s Jay ● (Cyanocitta stelleri) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: November – December 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Sutton (1954) noted that this jay strays 
casually into the Verde Valley in winter.  We 
did not detect any during our surveys.
Western Scrub-Jay ●   
(Aphelocoma californica)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
One Western Scrub-Jay was reported (as 
“Woodhouse’s Jay”) by Taylor and Jackson 
(1916), and the species was described as a 
casual visitor in the MCNM complex from 
November through February (Jackson 
1941).  Sutton (1954) stated that this jay 
was reported feeding daily at Montezuma 
Castle bird feeders during the early 1940s.  
This may have been a temporary situation, as 
subsequent records in the MCNM complex 
are few.  Scrub-Jays are common in dense 
pinyon pine and juniper habitats in the Verde 
Valley. This habitat does not occur within 
the MCNM complex, but Scrub-Jays are 
occasionally seen in the MCNM complex, 
usually in the highest elevations where sparse 
pinyon and juniper occur.  Although our 18 
detections occurred throughout most of the 
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year, we found no evidence of breeding. The 
species is known to breed within the Camp 
Verde region (Corman and Wise-Gervais 
2005).

Mexican Jay ● (Aphelocoma ultramarina) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: December 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Recorded (as “Arizona Jay”) by Jackson 
(1938) during a Christmas Bird Count at 
the MCNM complex, this jay was described 
as casual from August through February 
(Jackson 1941). Phillips et al. (1964) 
show no records in the Verde Valley, and 
state that most Mexican Jay sightings in 
central Arizona are actually misidentified 
Scrub Jays.  However, given B. Jackson’s 
familiarity with Scrub-Jays, we believe her 
identification of Mexican Jay was probably 
accurate.

Pinyon Jay ● (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: August – October 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This jay breeds in pinyon-juniper habitats, 
but can be found in a variety of shrub and 
woodland habitats during migration and 
winter; thus, it is considered an irregular fall 
and winter visitor to the Camp Verde region.  
We had three detections of this species 
between 30 August and 28 October during 
our MCNM complex surveys.

American Crow ●
(Corvus brachyrhynchos) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: September – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland 
shrub; riparian
Sutton (1954) listed the American Crow as 
an occasional winter visitor to the Verde 

Valley, reporting flocks of about 30 and 
80 in “fields at Montezuma Well” in 1947 
and 1948, respectively. This species is local 
and usually uncommon in Arizona (Phillips 
et al. 1964), especially at lower elevations.  
Although we did not detect this species 
during our surveys, one sighting was made 
at Wet Beaver Creek ranger station on 2 
May 1998 (Radd in litt.), and three other 
detections have been reported: 2 January 
1991(Thornburg in litt.), 2 September 1991, 
and 27 April 1993.

Common Raven ● (Corvus corax) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This raven is a common breeder and year-
long resident throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde region 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  It is one 
of the most frequently seen birds (though not 
in large numbers), often soaring high above 
the MCNM complex. We detected 131 
individuals during our surveys and found 
two nests each year from 1992 to 1997 near 
the Castle. Another nest was found in 1992 
in the cliffs at the west border of Montezuma 
Castle.

Horned Lark ● (Eremophila alpestris) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: February 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Historically, the Horned Lark was a rare 
winter visitor (Sutton 1954), with records 
at and near Montezuma Well.  This species 
prefers open dirt and rocky areas, and short 
grasslands which are not common in the 
MCNM complex. We noted one bird, observed 
on 17 February 1997 at the Montezuma Well 
picnic area.

Swallows. Our surveys were not focused on 
aerial foragers, and we undoubtedly under-
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counted all swallows. However, our surveys 
do provide a relative index of abundance and 
some idea of arrival and departure dates. 

Purple Martin ● (Progne subis)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
One of these martins was collected at “Beaver 
Creek near Fort Verde” in May 1888. Taylor 
and Jackson (1916) described “a few” Purple 
Martins regularly seen at Montezuma Well.  
However, the species is not listed by Jackson 
(1941) and was reported as “extremely rare” 
by Sutton (1954).  We know of only one 
recent record from May 1978.  This suggests 
that the Purple Martin, which experienced a 
local population decline in the early 1900s, 
has not recovered in the Camp Verde 
region.

Violet-green Swallow ●   
(Tachycineta thalassina) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
This swallow is a common breeder  mainly in 
riparian zones throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde region 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). We 
detected 92 individuals during our surveys 
between 5 March and 4 August.   This is a 
tree- and cliff-nesting species, and breeding 
status was confirmed with active nests and 
from observations of adults with recently 
fledged young in and around riparian trees 
throughout the summer.  Flocks can usually 
be seen flying low over Beaver Creek or 
high over the MCNM complex from March 
through August.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow ● 
(Stelgidopteryx serripennis)
Residency: breeding 

      Dates present: March – July 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
This swallow, a bank-nesting species, is 
a common breeder throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  It 
was listed by Jackson (1941) and Sutton 
(1954) as a fairly common to common 
breeder within the MCNM complex.  We 
had 26 detections between 6 March and 18 
July and observed adults hovering outside 
of small burrow openings in the dirt banks 
along Beaver Creek on the west side of the 
Montezuma Castle portion in June 1997.

Bank Swallow ●  (Riparia riparia)  
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April – June 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Historically, this swallow has been rare in 
the Camp Verde region, and there are no 
recent records at Montezuma Well.  Taylor 
and Jackson (1916) reported this swallow at 
the mouth of Beaver Creek, while Jackson 
(1941) did not report the species, and Sutton 
(1954) mentioned reports at Montezuma Well 
but considered this swallow “hypothetical.”  
Phillips et al. (1964) described it as “fairly 
common to rare” throughout the state.  Thus, 
the exact historical status within the MCNM 
complex is uncertain.  Although we did not 
detect this species during our surveys, it is 
now considered a rare migrant in the Verde 
Valley (Radd in litt.).

Cliff Swallow ● (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – July 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: open water; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Recorded as a breeder within the MCNM com-
plex at least as far back as 1916 (Taylor and 
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Jackson 1916), Cliff Swallows build gourd-
shaped nests of mud under overhanging 
cliffs, bridges, and eaves of buildings.  Each 
year more than 50 nests are built in the cliffs 
at and near Montezuma Castle, and adults 
can easily be seen flying in and near riparian 
areas along Beaver Creek. We detected 54 
birds between 13 March and 19 July, and 
observed many active nests on the cliffs each 
year, especially near Montezuma Castle.
Mountain Chickadee ● (Poecile gambeli) 
Residency: migrant; winter 
      Dates present: December – February 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Mountain Chickadees breed and reside in the 
higher elevations above the Verde Valley, 
but occasionally appear in the Verde Valley 
in late fall and winter (Sutton 1954, Stejskal 
and Witzeman 1985).  There are two recent 
records at the MCNM complex, one from 
22 December 1987 (Thornburg in litt.) and 
one made during our surveys on 17 February 
1997.
Bridled Titmouse ●
 (Baeolophus wollweberi) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Taylor and Jackson (1916) found this 
species to be common, and Jackson (1941) 
and Sutton (1954) also list it as a fairly 
common to common resident breeder within 
the MCNM complex.  We found this species 
present on almost all of our surveys, detecting 
123 individuals principally in sycamore 
and cottonwood riparian habitats.  We also 
recorded breeding, with at least two active 
nests found each year from 1991 through 
1997.  It is considered a common riparian 
breeder and yearlong resident throughout 
the Verde Valley watershed, including the 
Camp Verde region (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).

Juniper Titmouse ● (Baeolophus ridgwai)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Juniper Titmouse uses primarily upland 
shrub and trees, but also riparian areas 
during the winter.  Although this titmouse 
was reported near the MCNM complex 
by Taylor and Jackson (1916), it was not 
included in Jackson’s (1941) checklist.  
Sutton (1954) recorded it as present in the 
northern part of the Verde Valley, but it was 
unknown at the MCNM complex after 1916.  
We had 25 detections of this species during 
our surveys; thus it appears that the Juniper 
Titmouse is more common now than during 
the mid-1900s.  Given our detection dates 
and available habitat, it is possible that they 
breed in the MCNM complex, but we were 
unable to locate any active nests.  Corman 
and Wise-Gervais (2005) found this titmouse 
a common breeder and yearlong resident 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde region.
Verdin ● (Auriparus flaviceps) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Verdin is an uncommon breeder and 
yearlong resident throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
region (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  
Jackson (1941) recorded the Verdin being 
present only in October and November. 
Sutton (1954) described it as uncommon with 
records only from October through June, 
reporting sightings of adults and immature 
birds at Montezuma Castle.  We detected 
the species primarily in the transition zone 
between riparian and upland, particularly in 
mesquite habitat, recording 42 birds during 
the summer, in addition to finding several 
active nests.  
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Bushtit ● (Psaltriparus minimus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
A common resident of Upper Sonoran 
woodlands throughout Arizona (Monson and 
Phillips 1981), the Bushtit is also common 
in the Camp Verde region. We detected 64 
individuals and nests, primarily in MCNM 
complex upland habitats, but also in riparian 
locations during the winter.
White-breasted Nuthatch ● (Sitta carolinensis) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: February – March; August 
– October 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Sutton (1954) described the White-breasted 
Nuthatch as a rare winter visitor reported 
from Montezuma Well. We detected 10 
birds from 17 February to 13 March and from 
9 August to 19 October, with most sightings 
being in large sycamores and cottonwoods, 
including the Well picnic area.
Pygmy Nuthatch ● (Sitta pygmaea) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: July 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This species has been reported to be a 
fairly common to common resident in pines 
statewide, and casual at lower elevations 
(Phillips et al. 1964). We recorded one 
observation on 28 July 1993.
Brown Creeper ● (Certhia americana) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: January – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Sutton (1954) reported this species as a rare 
winter visitor (though more common in some 

years), with sightings throughout the Verde 
region and at Montezuma Well. We had 
six detections of this species in the MCNM 
complex between 19 January and 20 March.

Cactus Wren   
(Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – May 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This wren species was historically absent 
from the upper Verde River valley (Phillips 
et al. 1964). Sutton (1954) reported it as 
“extremely rare” in the Verde Valley, noting 
just one record from Montezuma Well from 
18 May 1947. Sighting records began to 
increase in the 1960s (Monson and Phillips 
1981), and there is one recent record from 
14 March 1985.  In the Verde Valley area, 
the Cactus Wren is at the northern edge of 
its range and is a very local and rare breeder 
in portions where appropriate habitat exists 
(such as the slopes above Beaver Creek).  
The bird is generally found at slightly higher 
elevations than those at the MCNM complex 
(Radd in litt.).  

Rock Wren ● (Salpinctes obsoletus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
A very vocal and readily detected species 
in areas with cliffs and large rocks, this 
wren is a common breeder and yearlong 
resident throughout the Verde Valley and 
the Camp Verde area. We detected 138 
Rock Wrens during our MCNM complex 
surveys, primarily in rock and cliff areas 
in the uplands.  Rock Wren nests are well 
concealed deep inside cracks in cliffs or 
jumbles of boulders, and we found only one 
active nest, but the species is much more 
prevalent as a breeder than the small number 
of located nests would suggest.
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Canyon Wren ● (Catherpes mexicanus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This wren is a fairly common, permanent 
resident of the Camp Verde region.  We 
found 79 birds in our surveys, principally in 
cliffs and canyons.  Canyon Wrens can be 
heard on almost any day, spring through fall, 
in appropriate habitat within the MCNM 
complex. Although we did not find any nests, 
breeding status is implied from the presence 
of singing individuals in appropriate breed-
ing habitat throughout the summer.

Bewick’s Wren ● (Thryomanes bewickii) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The species is a common riparian-upland 
breeder throughout the Verde Valley water-
shed, including the Camp Verde area (Corm-
an and Wise-Gervais 2005).  Bewick’s Wren 
is a very vocal species that is readily heard 
in and near riparian areas. We detected 550 
of these wrens during our surveys, with 
more birds found during the breeding period.  
During the breeding season they were found 
primarily in riparian habitat, but some use 
was detected in the adjacent upland habitats 
in the post-breeding season and winter. The 
difference in abundance between breeding 
and nonbreeding season may actually be 
a function of detection, rather than actual 
population size differences.  We found many 
nests and saw recently fledged birds in the 
MCNM complex.

House Wren ● (Troglodytes aedon) 
Residency: migrant; winter

Dates present: February – May; August 
– October 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare

Preferred habitat type: riparian
This wren is a casual migrant and rare winter 
visitor and is uncommon fall through winter 
in the Verde Valley (Radd in litt.).  Jackson 
(1941) reported this as a casual species from 
April through July. Sutton (1954) noted 
sightings from both Montezuma Castle and 
Montezuma Well. We detected six birds 
during our surveys from 19 February to 8 
May; and from 23 August to 17 October.

Marsh Wren ● (Cistothorus palustris) 
Residency: breeder 
      Dates present: January 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: marsh
Though uncommon throughout most of 
Arizona (Phillips et al. 1964), Marsh 
Wrens are fairly common to common fall 
through spring in wetland habitats in the 
Verde Valley (Radd in litt.).  Corman and 
Wise-Gervais (2005) list this species as 
a rare marsh breeder in the Verde Valley 
watershed.  Marsh Wrens were not reported 
by Jackson (1941) or Sutton (1954) at the 
MCNM complex, but we had one sighting on 
20 January 1992 at Montezuma Well.  This 
species probably visits the MCNM complex 
more often than our data suggest, although 
suitable habitat is limited.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet ● (Regulus calendula) 
Residency: migrant; winter

Dates present: January – June; October 
– December
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This is one of the most readily detectable 
winter birds in the Verde Valley and MCNM 
complex. Although Jackson (1941) and 
Sutton (1954) reported it present yearlong, 
we did not detect the species outside of the 
migratory and winter seasons.  We counted 
90 individuals from 4 January to 4 June 
and from 9 October to 13 December in our 
surveys, primarily in riparian habitats and 
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upland habitats with trees.
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ● (Polioptila caerulea) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This species is an uncommon breeder and 
yearlong resident throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde region, 
occurring primarily in mesquite bosque and 
adjacent shrubby uplands (Corman and 
Wise-Gervais 2005). Taylor and Jackson 
(1916) reported hearing this gnatcatcher at 
Montezuma Well.  Sutton (1954) notes only 
one other record at Montezuma Castle (in 
1938 by B. Jackson) and makes no reference 
to breeding within the MCNM complex.  
We found the species to be casual during 
winter and fall, uncommon in the spring, and 
a summer breeder, detecting 69 individuals 
in our surveys. We also found active 
nests that had been parasitized by Brown-
headed Cowbirds. It appears that Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers may be a more frequent breeder 
now than in the mid-1900s.

Western Bluebird ● (Sialia mexicana) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: January – April; October 
– December 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Usually detected in small flocks, often flying 
over the Camp Verde region, the Western 
Bluebird is fairly common in winter and 
uncommon during spring and fall. It may 
be seen or heard in any habitat within the 
MCNM complex, though most frequently in 
areas with trees.  On our surveys we found 
27 bluebirds in the riparian corridors and 
juniper uplands from 8 January to 21 April 
and from 14 October to 5 December.
Mountain Bluebird ● (Sialia currucoides) 
Residency: winter; migrant 
      Dates present: December – March 

      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This bluebird is an irregular to uncommon 
winter visitor to the Camp Verde region. 
Historically, it was observed occasionally 
at Montezuma Well during winter (Sutton 
1954). We counted six individuals during 
our surveys from 5 December to 26 March, 
primarily in riparian woodlands and uplands. 
The Mountain Bluebird will use more sparse 
upland habitat than the Western Bluebird 
typically occupies.
Townsend’s Solitaire ● (Myadestes townsendi) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: December – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Jackson (1941) reported Townsend’s Soli-
taires as casual to uncommon in February 
and March.  Sutton (1954) described them as 
common winter visitors to the Verde Valley, 
but made no specific mention of records 
within the MCNM complex. This species is 
found primarily in riparian woodlands and 
juniper uplands. We made 12 detections of 
this species between 5 December and 16 
April.  They are now rare to uncommon fall 
through spring elsewhere in the Verde Valley 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995, Radd in litt.).
Swainson’s Thrush ● (Catharus ustulatus)
This thrush is a very uncommon spring 
migrant in central Arizona, with only one 
verified record (May 1887) for the Verde 
Valley (Phillips et al. 1964).  Frost’s (1947) 
checklist includes an entry for this bird, but 
there is no other supporting information, 
and Sutton (1954) did not list this species 
at the MCNM complex. Swainson’s Thrush 
is easily confused with the Hermit Thrush, 
which is a much more common migrant and 
winter visitor.
Hermit Thrush ● (Catharus guttatus) 
Residency: winter 
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      Dates present: October – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This bird is an uncommon species throughout 
the Verde Valley during the winter (Radd in 
litt.), found almost exclusively in riparian 
woodland with dense understory vegetation. 
The species is described as casual to rare 
in the MCNM complex during winter by 
Jackson (1941) and Sutton (1954).  A secretive 
species that can easily go undetected, it may 
also be a regular but uncommon fall and 
spring migrant, as we detected five birds 
between 14 October and 1 March.  

American Robin ● (Turdus migratorius) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This riparian woodland breeder uses juniper 
uplands and grasslands in migration and 
during winter.  We noted the species as a 
common fall through spring visitor, and a 
fairly common summer breeder, detecting 
94 robins during our MCNM complex 
surveys and finding a number of active nests.  
The American Robin is a common breeder 
and yearlong resident throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).

Northern Mockingbird ● (Mimus polyglottus) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Northern Mockingbird is a very common 
upland breeder throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde area 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). Taylor 
and Jackson (1916) noted that mocking-
birds were “seen daily,” and Jackson (1941) 
reported them as fairly common breeders 
within the MCNM complex.  In addition to 

finding many nests during our studies, we 
detected 149 individuals between 14 April 
and 24 September.
Sage Thrasher ● (Oreoscoptes montanus)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: August – December 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Sutton (1954) reported this thrasher as an 
uncommon spring and fall migrant in the 
Verde Valley, usually found in small flocks 
of 10 to 12 birds using upland mesquite.  No 
records specific to the MCNM complex are 
listed in Jackson (1941) or Sutton (1954).  
On our surveys, we detected 10 individuals, 
mostly between 23 August and 18 December, 
with one record 16 March.  We detected most 
of our birds in upland shrub, often foraging 
on juniper berries.
Brown Thrasher ● (Toxostoma rufum) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Brown Thrasher is a rare spring vagrant 
in Arizona (Stejskal and Witzeman 1987), 
found only during the spring migration 
period. The one existing record from 
the Verde Valley area is from May 1988 
(Witzeman and Stejskal 1988).
Crissal Thrasher ● (Toxostoma crissale) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Crissal Thrasher is an upland breeder 
and yearlong resident throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  
One bird was collected on 2 April 1886 at 
Montezuma Well. This is a secretive and 
difficult-to-find species except during the 
breeding season, when it can be very vocal.  
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We found 21 birds during our surveys and 
several nests within the MCNM complex’s 
mesquite bosque and shrubby uplands.
Le Conte’s Thrasher ● (Toxostoma lecontei) 
Frost (1947) includes this species in his 
Montezuma Castle bird checklist, but there 
are no other supporting data.  All thrashers are 
secretive and often difficult to view clearly, 
and the LeConte’s Thrasher could be easily 
confused with the resident Crissal Thrasher.  
Moreover, Monson and Phillips (1981) state 
that there are no accepted records from the 
Verde Valley even though Rosenberg et al. 
(1980) described a sight record at Tuzigoot 
National Monument in May 1980.  Given the 
rarity of this species in the region, its non-
migratory habitats, strict habitat selection, 
and the potential for misidentification, we 
believe that this thrasher needs additional 
documentation in the Camp Verde region.
American Pipit ● (Anthus rubescens) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: December – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Historically, the American Pipit has been 
uncommon in winter (Sutton 1954), with 
flocks being noted only at Montezuma Well.  
We found five of these birds during our 
surveys between 26 December and 21 March 
and one summer record on 29 June.  This 
casual winter visitor favors open streamside 
areas.
Cedar Waxwing ● (Bombycilla cedrorum)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: November; March – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This species is a rare fall and uncommon 
spring migrant in the Verde Valley (Johnson 
and Sogge 1995, Radd in litt.).  Sutton (1954) 
describes these waxwings as “extremely 
rare,” and known only from Montezuma 
Castle where they were observed eating 

“sycamore balls and hackberries.”  We had 
three detections: 29 April 1992, 8 November 
1997, and 6 March 1999.  The species 
typically occurs irregularly and in highly 
variable numbers from fall to spring in 
lowland riparian woodlands.

Phainopepla ● (Phainopepla nitens) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Phainopepla is a common upland-
riparian breeder throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp 
Verde area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 
2005). The Phainopepla is one of the most 
common upland nesting species in the 
MCNM complex.  Between 25 March and 9 
August we recorded 155 Phainopepla during 
our survey efforts.  The birds were detected 
in riparian woodlands (especially mesquite) 
and uplands with trees and tall shrubs, and 
many active nests were found.  Phillips et al. 
(1964) noted that the Phainopepla winters 
in most of the lower Sonoran habitat zones 
statewide except the Verde Valley. However, 
“very small numbers” do winter locally in 
the Verde Valley (Radd in litt.).

European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris)
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: abundant  
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
Starlings were introduced to North America 
in 1890 and 1891, when about 100 birds 
were released in New York’s Central Park 
(Cabe 1993).  They spread rapidly and were 
present in the western United States by 1940.  
The species was first recorded in Arizona in 
1946 and in the MCNM complex in 1949 
(Sutton 1954).  This is likely very close to 
its actual establishment date here and in the 
Verde Valley, because it was not listed in 
many ornithological records prior to the early 

��0



van Riper III, Sogge, and Johnson ���

1940s.  The species has become an abundant 
breeder and yearlong resident throughout 
the Verde Valley watershed, including 
the Camp Verde area (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).  During our avian surveys 
we detected 149 starlings, predominantly 
in riparian habitats.  Throughout the United 
States, starlings have become an unwanted 
“pest” species because they compete with 
native species for nesting cavities.  We 
have observed starlings chasing American 
Kestrels and Northern Flickers away from 
potential nest cavities at the Montezuma 
Well picnic area.  We also observed adults 
with nest material entering holes in large 
sycamores and cottonwoods (particularly at 
Montezuma Well), and juveniles were seen 
near nest holes.
Golden-winged Warbler ●   
(Vermivora chrysoptera) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Golden-winged Warbler is a casual 
transient in Arizona (Monson and Phillips 
1981).  There is one record on 1 September 
1988 at the MCNM complex (Rosenberg 
and Stejskal 1989) during the fall migration 
period.
Orange-crowned Warbler ● (Vermivora celata) 
Residency: migrant

Dates present: April – May; September 
– October 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This small warbler is a fairly common spring 
and fall migrant in the Verde Valley (Johnson 
and Sogge 1995).  Reported by Sutton (1954) 
to be “extremely rare,” there was one 1953 
record from Montezuma Castle.  During 
our surveys, we detected nine individuals 
in riparian woodlands and adjacent uplands 
with trees and tall shrubs from 4 April to 22 
May and from 20 September to 19 October.

Nashville Warbler ● (Vermivora ruficapilla) 
Residency: migrant

Dates present: April – May; September 
– October 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Nashville Warbler is an uncommon 
spring and fall migrant in the Verde Valley 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995).  We had only one 
record on 2 September 1991, from riparian 
woodlands in the MCNM complex.

Virginia’s Warbler ● (Vermivora virginiae) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March – June 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This species is a common summer resident 
in brush habitats at high elevations in Ari-
zona, and a fairly common transient during 
migration (Phillips et al. 1964).  Between 27 
March and 28 June we recorded six of this 
species in riparian woodlands within the 
MCNM complex.

Lucy’s Warbler ● (Vermivora luciae) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: March – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This warbler was reported in the MCNM 
complex as “plentiful” by Taylor and Jack-
son (1916) and common by Jackson (1941) 
and Sutton (1954).  We found 325 Lucy’s 
Warblers during our surveys in riparian 
woodlands and mesquite bosque, from 16 
March to 6 August.  Even though the adults 
are very vocal during the breeding season, 
this species is a probably a more common 
nester than implied by the single nest found 
in the MCNM complex, since it is a cavity 
nester and often escapes detection.  We only 
discovered one nest, and that was parasitized 
by Brown-headed Cowbirds.  The species is 
a common riparian-upland breeder through-
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out the Verde Valley watershed, including 
the Camp Verde area (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).
Yellow Warbler ● (Dendroica petechia)
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Yellow Warbler is a common riparian 
breeder throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). 
There were three specimens collected by 
Taylor at Montezuma Well in early August 
1916. Historically, it was also reported as 
a common breeder by Taylor and Jackson 
(1916), Jackson (1941) and Sutton (1954); 
and Taylor and Jackson (1916) report a pair 
of these warblers feeding a young cowbird.  
We counted 154 birds of this species between 
3 April and 6 September during our surveys 
at the MCNM complex.  We also found two 
Yellow Warbler nests in riparian woodlands, 
as well as juveniles, and in one instance 
verified it as a cowbird host in the MCNM 
complex. This species often nests high above 
ground, so nests may go undetected and may 
be a more common nester than suggested by 
the two nests that we found. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler ●   
(Dendroica coronata) 
Residency: migrant; winter 
      Dates present: October – May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Johnson and Sogge (1995) reported the 
Yellow-rumped Warbler as an uncommon 
spring and fall migrant in the Verde 
Valley.  We also found this species to be an 
uncommon winter visitor, detecting 71 birds 
between 9 October and 28 May, principally 
in riparian woodlands.
Black-throated Blue Warbler ●  
(Dendroica caerulescens)

Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: October 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Black-throated Blue Warbler is a casual 
transient statewide in Arizona (Phillips 
et al. 1964). There is only one record at 
Montezuma Castle, taken on 6 October 1975 
(Witzeman et al. 1976). We did not detect 
this species during our surveys.
Black-throated Gray Warbler ● (Dendroica 
nigrescens) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March – April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
This warbler breeds in pinyon and juniper 
forests along the Mogollon Rim (Phillips 
et al. 1964), and is an uncommon to fairly 
common spring and fall migrant statewide 
(Phillips et al. 1964), as well as in some areas 
of the Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 
1995).  The species was reported by Jackson 
(1941) only as a casual spring migrant.  
Sutton (1954) stated that the only records 
from Montezuma Castle and Montezuma 
Well were in May. We found the bird rare, 
being present only during March and April.
Townsend’s Warbler ● (Dendroica townsendi) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: January; March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Townsend’s Warbler is a fairly common 
transient in lower elevations throughout 
Arizona (Phillips et al. 1964). We had only 
two records, on 31 March 1984 and 2 January 
1993, from our MCNM complex surveys.
Grace’s Warbler ● (Dendroica graciae) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May; September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
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Preferred habitat type: riparian
This warbler is a casual Sonoran Zone 
migrant in Arizona (Phillips et al. 1964) 
and a breeder on Mingus Mountain (Radd 
in litt.).  Jackson (1941) reports this warbler 
as casual in May and September, but there 
have been no records at the MCNM complex 
since then and we did not detect this species 
during our surveys.
Northern Waterthrush ●    
(Seiurus noveboracensis) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Referred habitat type: riparian
This waterthrush is an uncommon streamside 
transient statewide (Phillips et al. 1964) and a 
rare spring and fall migrant in dense riparian 
areas in the Camp Verde region (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995).  We had only one record of a 
Northern Waterthrush during our surveys at 
the MCNM complex, on 2 September 1991.
MacGillivray’s Warbler ● (Oporornis tolmiei)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May; August – September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian 
We found the MacGillivray’s Warbler to be 
a casual spring and uncommon fall migrant, 
detecting 10 individuals during surveys 
on 8 May and between 23 August and 25 
September.  All birds were found in riparian 
woodlands, particularly those with wet, 
dense understory vegetation.  Sutton (1954) 
reports this species as casual in summer, 
with sightings at Montezuma Castle and 
Montezuma Well.
Common Yellowthroat ● (Geothlypis trichas) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – July 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Common Yellowthroat breeds in dense 

riparian areas throughout the Verde Valley 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995, Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).  It was described by Sutton 
(1954) as a rare spring and fall migrant.  We 
counted eight individuals between 16 April 
and 27 June during our surveys, all in marsh 
and other wetlands, often near riparian 
woodlands. Although we did not find any 
nests, breeding was inferred in the MCNM 
complex from the presence of singing adults 
throughout the breeding season.
Hooded Warbler ● (Wilsonia citrina) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
A very rare migrant, only one Hooded 
Warbler, a male, has been reported in the 
area. It was detected on 19 April 1991 
foraging in the tall cottonwoods just west of 
the Montezuma Well picnic area.  This record 
was accepted by the Arizona Bird Records 
Committee, and published by Rosenberg and 
Stejskal (1991).
Wilson’s Warbler ● (Wilsonia pusilla) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Wilson’s Warbler is found fairly 
frequently as a migrant in lowland riparian 
areas in the Camp Verde region through the 
first and second week of June, more rarely 
later in summer (Radd in litt.).  We detected 
seven migrant birds between 16 April and 
24 September in riparian woodlands.  It was 
described by Sutton (1954) as an uncommon 
summer resident in the Verde Valley, but no 
records of breeding were noted within the 
MCNM complex.
Yellow-breasted Chat ● (Icteria virens) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: May – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
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Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
The Yellow-breasted Chat is a common 
breeder statewide in riparian and mesquite 
bosque habitats (Phillips et al. 1964).  The 
species is also a common riparian breeder 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde region (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005).  There were 50 
chats detected on our surveys, with birds 
present between 8 May and 23 August.  
We also found several nests, and all were 
parasitized by the Brown-headed Cowbird.

Hepatic Tanager ● (Piranga flava) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April – May; August 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
 The Hepatic Tanager is a common summer 
resident in oak, pinyon pine, and other pine 
habitats in central Arizona, with several 
local records noted in Phillips et al. (1964) 
and breeding season detections at Mingus 
Mountain in 1998 (Radd in litt.).  Jackson 
(1941) lists this species as casual to un-
common from April through August at the 
MCNM complex, but it is quite possible 
that these sightings are misidentifications of 
Summer Tanagers.  There is some  probability 
of detecting this species moving through the 
MCNM complex, as we made two Hepatic 
Tanager detections on 16 May 1992 and 20 
May 1994.

Summer Tanager ● (Piranga rubra) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
The Summer Tanager is a common riparian 
breeder throughout the Verde Valley water-
shed, including the Camp Verde area 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). It was 

seen “almost daily” near Montezuma Well 
by Taylor and Jackson (1916), and listed 
as a common summer resident by Sutton 
(1954). We found the species uncommon 
in spring, but more abundant during the 
summer as a breeder and as a fall migrant, 
detecting 111 individuals between 23 April 
and 25 September on our surveys.  We found 
nests in MCNM complex riparian habitat 
and adjacent mesquite bosque, and recorded 
recently fledged juveniles with adults.
Western Tanager ● (Piranga ludoviciana) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May – September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
We found the Western Tanager to be an 
uncommon spring transient and a casual 
summer and fall visitor, detecting 19 birds 
between 8 May and 25 September. We 
found birds in riparian woodlands, mesquite 
bosque, and the uplands.  The birds regularly 
occur as migrants in June and July in the 
Verde River area, and are among the earliest 
southbound migrants.
Northern Cardinal ● (Carinalis cardinalis) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Northern Cardinal is a common breeder 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde area (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005). We found this 
species fairly abundant during spring and the 
summer breeding period, but uncommon in 
fall and winter.  We detected 69 individuals 
during our surveys, but the species is more 
quiet and secretive, and therefore harder to 
detect, during the fall and winter.  They nest 
primarily in riparian woodlands with dense 
understory; we found several nests and have 
verified this species as a cowbird host in the 
MCNM complex.
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Black-headed Grosbeak ●   
(Pheucticus melanocephalus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May; August – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Black-headed Grosbeak is an uncommon 
but regular migrant throughout Arizona 
(Phillips et al. 1964).  Sutton (1954) reported 
this bird as a rare spring and summer visitor 
to the MCNM complex. We found the 
bird to be a rare spring and fall migrant, 
and a casual summer visitor and breeder, 
recording only three (19 May, 9 August, and 
20 September) during our surveys.  But the 
species probably occurs more frequently in 
the MCNM complex than our number of 
detections imply. We did find one active nest 
in riparian woodland during 1995.

Blue Grosbeak ● (Passerina caerulea) 
Residency: breeding; migrant 
      Dates present: May – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
The Blue Grosbeak is a fairly common 
breeder in willow and cottonwood assoc-
iations of Sonoran habitat zones (Monson 
and Phillips 1981). The species is also a 
common riparian breeder throughout the 
Verde Valley watershed, including the 
Camp Verde region (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).  We found the species an 
uncommon spring and summer breeder 
and a rare fall migrant, detecting 125 birds 
between 16 May and 13 September during 
our surveys.  We discovered several active 
nests, principally in riparian woodlands with 
shrubby vegetation, and documented this 
species as a Brown-headed Cowbird host in 
the MCNM complex.

Lazuli Bunting ● (Passerina amoena) 
Residency: breeding; migrant 
      Dates present: April – September 

      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
We found this bunting to be an uncommon 
spring and summer breeder, and rare in the 
fall, occupying primarily riparian wood-
lands and shrub. Between 30 April and 25 
September we detected 31 individuals on our 
surveys, found nests, and banded a female 
with a brood patch. Taylor and Jackson 
(1916) heard this species “nearly every day” 
at Montezuma Well, so it may have bred 
within the MCNM complex at that time, 
although there was no confirmation.

Indigo Bunting ● (Passerina cyanea) 
Residency: breeding; migrant 
      Dates present: May – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Found within larger and more continuous 
stands of deciduous trees, the Indigo Bunting 
is an uncommon breeder in the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde area 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  There 
are breeding records at Oak Creek and in 
Prescott noted by Phillips et al. (1964).  We 
found the species to be a rare spring and 
summer visitor to the MCNM complex, 
detecting 25 individuals between 11 May 
and 23 August on our surveys.  Given these 
records, and the regular sightings of singing 
individuals throughout the breeding season, 
we consider this a probable breeding species 
within the MCNM complex.

Green-tailed Towhee ● (Piplio chlorurus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April; August – September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Sutton (1954) reported this species as an 
uncommon winter transient in the Verde 
Valley. We also found this towhee to be a 
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casual fall and spring migrant, with three 
sightings, on 6 September 1988, 30 August 
1991, and 22 April 1997.  In April 1997, we 
captured and banded a Green-tailed Towhee 
at Montezuma Castle. This shy, secretive 
species is easily overlooked during winter 
and migration, and may be more common 
than sightings indicate. 
Spotted Towhee ● (Pipilo maculatus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: February – August 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Spotted Towhee occupies very dense 
habitats, such as riparian woodlands with a 
dense understory, and is more often heard 
singing or scratching on the ground than 
actually seen. The species is a common 
riparian breeder throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp 
Verde region (Corman and Wise-Gervais 
2005).  We found the species to be an un-
common migrant and summer breeder, 
detecting 23 individuals from 17 February 
through 9 August.  Breeding is inferred in 
the MCNM complex from the presence of 
adults throughout breeding season.
Canyon Towhee ● (Pipilo fuscus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Sutton (1954) reported the Canyon Towhee 
as a common yearlong resident in the Verde 
Valley, where it prefers arid grasslands with 
arroyos and scattered mesquite and barberry 
(Radd in litt.). During our surveys we found 
this towhee to be a rare to uncommon res-
ident and breeder, detecting 15 individuals 
throughout the year in upland shrubs and 
trees.  We also found the species nesting in 
the MCNM complex. Taylor and Jackson 
(1916) described this towhee as relatively 
common near Montezuma Well, although 
it was later listed in the MCNM complex 

by Jackson (1941) as a casual spring and 
fall migrant. This casts uncertainty as to 
the actual historical status of the shy and 
secretive species that can be easily confused 
with Abert’s Towhee (see the following 
species description), even though we have 
now demonstrated it to be a resident of the 
MCNM complex.
Abert’s Towhee ● (Pipilo aberti) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
We found Abert’s Towhee to be a common 
permanent resident and breeder, detecting 
109 birds during our MCNM complex 
surveys. This species is present throughout 
the year, and we found several active nests 
in riparian habitat with dense understory. 
Like other towhees, this species secretive 
and shy, most often detected when heard 
calling and ground scratching.  Corman 
and Wise-Gervais (2005) describe it as a 
common riparian breeder throughout the 
Verde Valley watershed, including the Camp 
Verde region.
Rufous-crowned Sparrow ●   
(Aimophila ruficeps) 
Residency: breeding; migrant

Dates present: February – May; September 
– November
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Sutton (1954) reported this sparrow as rare, 
with several observations at Montezuma 
Castle and Montezuma Well between 1944 
and 1954. The species is very local and 
otherwise uncommon in the Verde Valley 
(Radd in litt.). We found the species to be a 
casual visitor fall through spring, detecting 
nine birds from 25 February to 8 May and 
from 24 September to 28 November during 
our surveys.  All individuals were detected 
in brushy upland slopes, often with rocky 
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outcroppings and boulders.

American Tree Sparrow ● (Spizella arborea) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March; January 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Sutton (1954) describes this species as 
“extremely rare” in the Verde Valley.  
Jackson (1941) reports casual sightings in 
April, July, and November, and a suspected 
breeding record within the MCNM com-
plex; however, the breeding record was not 
accepted by A. R. Phillips (Phillips et al. 
1964), which may call the other Jackson 
identifications into question.  More recently, 
four were observed in the Chino Valley (just 
north of the Verde Valley) in January of 
1983 (Witzeman 1983c), and we detected 
one American Tree Sparrow at the MCNM 
complex in March 1997.

Chipping Sparrow ● (Spizella passerina) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March – November 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland 
shrub; riparian
This bird was described as a “rather common” 
summer resident in open wooded parts of 
the Upper Sonoran Zone in central Arizona 
(Monson and Phillips 1981). In the Camp 
Verde region we found this sparrow a fairly 
common fall migrant, but uncommon to rare 
in spring and summer.  We detected 62 birds 
during our surveys between 13 March and 
8 November, mostly in riparian and upland 
habitats.

Brewer’s Sparrow ● (Spizella breweri)
Residency: breeding; migrant 
      Dates present: April; August – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Brewer’s Sparrow is a common spring 
and fall migrant in the Verde Valley (Johnson 

and Sogge 1995), with verified winter records 
noted in Phillips et al. (1964).  A breeding 
“colony” in the 1880s was described by 
Phillips et al. (1964) “from Camp Verde to 
Fossil Creek,” so local breeding is possible.  
Jackson (1941) reported collecting a spec-
imen at Montezuma Castle on 27 April 1940, 
and seeing one in May that looked as if it 
was carrying nesting material.  Sutton (1954) 
reported one other record at Montezuma 
Well in 1953.  We detected seven birds in 
upland habitats, on 17 April and between 
30 August and 24 September. However, no 
breeding has ever been confirmed in the 
MCNM complex, and we were unable to 
find any nests of this species.

Black-chinned Sparrow ●    
(Spizella atrogularis)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March – May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This sparrow currently breeds at mid-
elevations on Mingus Mountain (Radd in 
litt.) and in brushy, scattered juniper slopes 
northeast of Camp Verde (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).  Sutton (1954) described this 
sparrow as “extremely rare” in the Verde 
Valley, with only two records in 1947 and 
1952 from Montezuma Well.
Vesper Sparrow ● (Pooecetes gramineus) 
Residency: winter; migrant 
      Dates present: November – February 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Vesper Sparrow has been seen fall 
through spring in the Verde Valley (Radd in 
litt.). Sutton (1954) reported this species as 
rare and recorded at Montezuma Castle.  We 
did not detect any of this species during our 
surveys, and there are no recent records from 
the MCNM complex.
Lark Sparrow ● (Chondestes grammacus) 
Residency: breeding; migrant 
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      Dates present: May – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland 
shrub; riparian
This species prefers open grassland habitats 
with scattered tress and shrubs and is an 
uncommon breeder throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
region (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  
At the MCNM complex, we found the Lark 
Sparrow to be a casual spring and fall migrant, 
and a rare to uncommon summer breeder. 
We did detect 14 individuals between 16 
May and 20 September on our surveys and 
found only one active nest.
Black-throated Sparrow ●   
(Amphispiza bilineata) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: February – November 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Black-throated Sparrow is a common 
upland breeder throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde region 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005). It is the 
most abundant upland breeding species 
within the MCNM complex, and a frequent 
host to cowbird nest parasitism (Johnson and 
van Riper 2004).  It was listed as common 
breeder by Taylor and Jackson (1916), 
Jackson (1941) and Sutton (1954). We 
detected 649 individuals during our surveys 
between 29 January and 12 December and 
found many nests.  
Sage Sparrow ● (Amphispiza belli)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: January – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Sage Sparrow nests in northeastern 
Arizona and is an uncommon spring and fall 
migrant and a rare winter visitor in the Verde 
Valley (Johnson and Sogge 1995, Radd in 
litt.).  In the MCNM complex, historically, 

this sparrow has been casual in fall and 
winter, with only two records at Montezuma 
Well (Sutton 1954).  We detected three birds 
in upland shrub and scattered trees between 
31 January and 12 March.

Lark Bunting ● (Calamospiza melanocorys)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: December; June 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance:  irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Lark Buntings are regular migrants in the 
Verde Valley (Phillips et al. 1964). Six 
specimens were collected at Fort Verde in 
the 1880s, so winter occurrence is possible; 
however, the only record for this species in 
the MCNM complex is a June 1935 notation 
in the monthly park reports (Superintendents 
of MOCA 1932).  The MCNM complex is 
outside of the normal breeding range of this 
bunting, and the 1935 notation may have 
been a misidentification.

Song Sparrow ● (Melospiza melodia) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The Song Sparrow is a common breeding 
species in some dense riparian habitats in 
the Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 1995) 
and across Arizona (Phillips et al. 1964).  It 
was reported as uncommon in the MCNM 
complex by Taylor and Jackson (1916) 
and as a casual winter visitor by Jackson 
(1941).  It is still relatively uncommon in 
the MCNM complex (we only detected 13 
individuals during our surveys), perhaps due 
to the limited amount of dense understory 
vegetation in the riparian zone.

Lincoln’s Sparrow ● (Melospiza lincolnii) 
Residency: migrant

Dates present: February – April; September 
– October 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: uncommon
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Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Shy and secretive during winter and mi-
gration, Lincoln’s Sparrow is sometimes 
misidentified as a Song Sparrow. This 
species is fairly common in fall through 
spring in other areas of the Verde Valley 
(Johnson and Sogge 1995, Radd in litt.).  
In the MCNM complex we found it to be a 
rare spring and fall migrant, detecting nine 
individuals from 17 February to 21 April and 
from 28 September through 14 October.
White-throated Sparrow ●   
(Zonotrichia albicollis) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: January – June 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This species looks very much like the 
White-crowned Sparrow, and is usually seen 
in mixed sparrow flocks.  It can be found 
in any habitat, usually near trees, shrubs, 
and grassland, and we detected three birds 
between 19 January and 4 June.  Sutton 
(1954) described a single record during the 
winter of 1953–1954 at Montezuma Well.  
Although probably not very common in the 
MCNM complex, this species likely occurs 
more often than is detected because it is 
overlooked or misidentified in its association 
with other sparrows.
White-crowned Sparrow ●   
(Zonotrichia leucophrys) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: January – May; September 
– December 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: abundant
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
We have found this sparrow an abundant 
spring and fall migrant and winter visitor 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde region.  It is 
found in all habitats with trees and shrubs in 
pasture-grassland, and is frequently observed 
wintering with other sparrow species. We 

detected 172 individuals during our surveys, 
with detections from 4 January to 26 May 
and from 24 September to 13 December.  
During the winter we almost always found 
this species in flocks ranging from 10 to 
over 150 individuals. The White-crowned 
Sparrow can be commonly found during 
winter in the pasture-grassland near the 
Montezuma Well picnic area. 
Dark-eyed Junco ● (Junco hyemalis)
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: January – April; October 
– December 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub 
An easily detected wintering species, the 
Dark-eyed Junco usually occurs in flocks 
of 5 to 25 individuals in riparian habitat 
(especially mesquite bosque) and uplands 
with trees and shrubs. It is a common 
winter resident throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde 
area.  Sutton (1954) noted five subspecies 
present in the Verde Valley; “Slate-colored” 
(rare, but several records at Montezuma 
Well and Montezuma Castle), “Oregon” 
(common), “Pink-sided” (fairly common), 
“Gray-headed” (casual, but recorded at 
Montezuma Well), and “Red-backed” (rare 
and sporadic). We found it to be a common 
winter and fall resident in the MCNM 
complex and uncommon in the spring, 
noting 69 individuals from 4 January to 20 
April and from 14 October to 13 December 
during our surveys, 
Red-winged Blackbird ●   
(Agelaius phoeniceus)
Residency: breeder 
      Dates present: February – July 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: marsh 
The Red-winged Blackbird is a common 
riparian breeder in marshland habitats 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde region (Corman 
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and Wise-Gervais 2005).  At the MCNM 
complex we found the species to be an 
irregular winter, spring, and summer trans-
ient, and counted 15 individuals between 17 
February and 26 July during our surveys.  
The species was usually observed in flocks, 
either flying over, perched amid riparian 
woodlands, or near the marsh at Montezuma 
Well. 
Western Meadowlark ● (Sturnella neglecta) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Western Meadowlark is found in 
grasslands and open shrub uplands and is 
a common breeder throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp 
Verde region (Corman and Wise-Gervais 
2005).  It was reported by Sutton (1954) as 
a common resident breeder in the fields at 
Montezuma Well.  We found the species to 
be an uncommon fall through spring visitor, 
detecting 15 individuals between 19 October 
and 26 March on our surveys.  We found 
no evidence of current breeding within the 
MCNM complex, even though meadowlarks 
are very common in the fields and open-
housing areas immediately outside the 
MCNM complex boundaries.  Meadowlarks 
may no longer breed in the MCNM complex 
due to habitat changes in the field adjacent to 
the Montezuma Well picnic area.  This field 
is now fallow, and supports large patches of 
thick, brushy vegetation which is not suitable 
breeding habitat for meadowlarks.
Yellow-headed Blackbird ●   
(Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: April; November 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: marsh
This blackbird is an uncommon spring and 
fall migrant in wetland areas in the lower 
elevations of the Verde Valley (Johnson and 

Sogge 1995).  Sutton (1954) reported this 
species as rare, stating they were “known 
from” Montezuma Well.  We detected only 
one individual on 30 April 1992 in marsh 
habitat within the MCNM complex.

Brewer’s Blackbird ●   
(Euphagus cyanocephalus)
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: May – September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; marsh
Brewer’s Blackbirds winter in some portions 
of the Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 
1995).  It is a rare spring and fall migrant to 
the MCNM complex, usually seen in flocks 
flying over the MCNM complex or perched 
in riparian trees.  Between 1991 and 1997 we 
detected three migrant blackbirds on 8 May, 
16 May, and 20 September.

Great-tailed Grackle ● (Qusicalus mexicanus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
A relatively recent arrival to the Verde 
Valley, the Great-tailed Grackle is now a 
common breeder throughout the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde region 
(Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  Jackson 
(1941) and Sutton (1954) mention them 
as recent arrivals to the MCNM complex.  
We had two records on 9 April 1992 and 
26 July 1994. Even though there are few 
sightings reported in the MCNM complex, 
grackles are fairly common and widespread 
elsewhere in the Verde Valley (Johnson and 
Sogge 1995).

Bronzed Cowbird ● (Molothrus aeneus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
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upland shrub
The first records for this species in Arizona 
were from 1909, and a range expansion 
was first noted in 1951 (Lowther 1995).  
There have been several recent sightings in 
the riparian habitats of the Verde Valley, 
including a male performing a breeding dis-
play along Beaver Creek on 28 April 1990 
(Thornburg in litt.).  We observed a female at 
the Tuzigoot Bridge in June 1995.  Bronzed 
Cowbirds have also recently been reported 
breeding in Jerome and Clarkdale (Radd in 
litt.).  Given the northward expansion of this 
species, it will almost inevitably be detected 
within the MCNM complex.  Although a 
brood parasite like its congener the Brown-
headed Cowbird, it appears that the Bronzed 
Cowbird may be less of a conservation 
and management issue because it tends to 
parasitize fewer host species, and may have 
a preference for orioles (Lowther 1995).

Brown-headed Cowbird ● (Molothrus ater) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: common
Preferred habitat type: riparian; mixed desert 
upland shrub
Colonizing the Camp Verde region in the 
late 1800s, this species is now a common 
breeder throughout the region (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005).  Specimens were 
first collected at Fort Verde in the 1880s, 
and Taylor and Jackson (1916) recorded a 
cowbird chick being fed by adult Yellow 
Warblers in the MCNM complex.  However, 
Jackson (1941) reported only two sightings, 
which suggests that cowbirds may have been 
uncommon until that time.  Their numbers 
and distribution probably increased as ir-
rigated agriculture and urban development 
spread throughout the valley.  In the mid-
1900s, Sutton (1954) described cowbirds 
as present from April through October, and 
“common in fields with cattle.”  We found 
this cowbird to be a very common spring 
and summer resident and breeder, detecting 

393 individuals between 3 April and 5 
September during our surveys.  Detections of 
this species ranged widely over the MCNM 
complex, with birds found primarily in 
riparian woodlands and uplands with taller 
trees and shrubs.  We recorded evidence of 
Brown-headed Cowbirds parasitizing nests 
of at least six bird species in the MCNM 
complex (Sogge and Johnson 1998, Johnson 
and van Riper 2004).
Hooded Oriole ● (Icterus cucullatus) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Taylor and Jackson (1916) saw this oriole 
“frequently in timber at all points visited,” 
including Montezuma Well.  This oriole is 
described as an uncommon riparian breeder 
in the Verde Valley watershed, including the 
Camp Verde area by Holmes et al. (2008).  
We found it uncommon in spring and more 
common as a summer breeder, counting 
63 individuals of this species between 9 
April and 2 September during our surveys, 
and finding two active nests in riparian 
woodlands.  
Bullock’s Oriole ● (Icterus bullockii) 
Residency: breeding 
      Dates present: April – September 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The species is a common riparian breeder 
throughout the Verde Valley watershed, 
including the Camp Verde region (Corman 
and Wise-Gervais 2005).  We found the 
species uncommon in the spring and a 
summer breeder, detecting 39 birds on our 
surveys between 9 April and 23 August.  
Nesting evidence in MCNM complex 
riparian woodlands came from the presence 
of adults during the breeding season and 
observing recently fledged juvenile birds.
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Scott’s Oriole ● (Icterus parisorum) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: March 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Scott’s Oriole is a riparian breeder throughout 
the Verde Valley watershed, including the 
Camp Verde region (Corman and Wise-
Gervais 2005).  Sutton (1954) reported two 
records at Montezuma Well. Although a 
common summer resident of oak and yucca 
habitats in central Arizona (Phillips et al. 
1964), there have been no sightings in the 
MCNM complex since 1954.
Purple Finch ● (Carpodacus purpureus) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: September 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Duvall (1945) and Phillips et al. (1964) stated 
that this finch occasionally migrates through 
and winters in the Verde Valley. We found 
that six winter specimens had been collected 
in 1886 at Fort Verde.  Witzeman and Stejskal 
(1985) reported that “small numbers” were 
recorded at Montezuma Castle in the winter 
of 1984, and we found the Purple Finch 
to be casual in fall and winter, adding one 
more recent record during our surveys, on 24 
September 1991.
Cassin’s Finch ●(Carposacus cassinii) 
Residency: winter 
      Dates present: January – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Phillips et al. (1964) described Cassin’s 
Finch as an irregular winter visitor to the 
Verde Valley. We found the species to 
be a casual winter transient, occurring in 
small flocks (four to eight birds). During 
our formal MCNM complex surveys we 
observed six individuals between 19 January 
and 1 March, one feeding on the seeds of 
“sycamores balls” along Beaver Creek.

House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: abundant
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Now the most common passerine species in 
North America, the House Finch is also a 
common species in the Verde Valley and the 
MCNM complex, and has been since at least 
the early 1900s (Taylor and Jackson 1916, 
Jackson 1941, Sutton 1954). We found 507 
individuals during our surveys, with birds 
using riparian areas, particularly during 
the nonbreeding season. There are many 
descriptions of nests within the MCNM 
complex, especially near residential areas, 
and we found 10 active nests in upland 
shrubs and trees and along cliffs.
Red Crossbill ● (Loxia curvirostra) 
Residency: migrant 
      Dates present: January; October, December 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
Although typically a high-elevation species, 
crossbills are infrequently noted in the Verde 
Valley and Sedona areas (Rosenberg et al. 
1994b), and Monson and Phillips (1981) 
describe them as “sparse and irregular” in 
winter in the lowlands.  Sutton (1954) re-
ported crossbills as “extremely rare,” noting 
one record of four females at Montezuma 
Well in 1953.  Witzeman and Stejskal (1985) 
described three crossbills “near Montezuma 
Well” from 29 December 1984 to 10 January 
1985.  We have records of two detections 
of migrant individuals during October 1953 
and January 1985.
Pine Siskin ● (Carduelis pinus) 
Residency: winter;migrant 
      Dates present: January – March 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: irregular-casual
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Pine Siskin breeds in the mountains 
surrounding the Camp Verde region, and is 
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a common winter resident throughout the 
Verde Valley watershed. There have been 
recent sightings during all seasons within 
the Verde Valley, more commonly in spring 
and fall (Radd in litt.).  Jackson (1941) noted 
this as a casual species, with sightings at the 
MCNM complex in February and September. 
Sutton (1954) considered it a rare winter 
transient. We detected eight birds between 
12 January and 17 March on our MCNM 
complex surveys, and classify this species as 
an irregular winter visitor.
Lesser Goldfinch ● (Carduelis psaltria) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
The Lesser Goldfinch is a fairly common 
breeder in Sonoran Zone riparian habitats 
statewide (Monson and Phillips 1981).  
We found the species to be an uncommon 
summer breeder, and rare to uncommon for 
the remainder of the year.  Most of the 54 
individuals that we detected were found in 
riparian woodlands and adjacent uplands in 
summer, as well as fields and shrubby areas 
during winter.  This bird breeds as late as 
September and October in Verde Valley 
(Radd in litt.), so our formal summer surveys 
(ending in August) may have missed some 
nesting attempts, but we did find one active 
nest in July.
American Goldfinch ● (Carduelis tristis) 
Residency: winter; migrant

Dates present: February; June; November 
– December 
Breeding status: not known to breed in area

Abundance: rare
Preferred habitat type: riparian
The American Goldfinch is a casual winter 
and spring transient in the Verde Valley 
watershed, including the Camp Verde region, 
with late spring migrants being occasionally 
noted into early June (Monson and Phillips 
1981).  Jackson (1941) recorded this species 
as casual from December through April, but 

Sutton (1954) appears to have believed these 
were misidentified Lesser (“Arkansas”) 
Goldfinches, as he reported “no positive 
records” of American Goldfinches since the 
late 1800s.  On our surveys we detected six 
migrant birds on an irregular basis (February, 
June, November, and December) in riparian 
woodlands.
Evening Grosbeak ●   
(Coccothraustes vespertinus) 
Residency: winter; migrant 
      Dates present: January; May 
      Breeding status: not known to breed in area
Abundance: uncommon
Preferred habitat type: riparian
Sutton (1954) reported this species as rare. 
The Evening Grosbeak is currently an 
uncommon fall through spring visitor to 
portions of the Camp Verde region and the 
Verde Valley (Johnson and Sogge 1995). 
There have been winter “invasions” of 
Evening Grosbeaks reported along Wet 
Beaver Creek in 1982 (Witzeman 1982) and 
1984 (Witzeman and Stejskal 1985).  The 
most recent sightings within the MCNM 
complex are recorded from May 1982 and 
January 1985.
House Sparrow ● (Passer domesticus) 
Residency: yearlong 
      Dates present: January – December 
      Breeding status: known to breed in area
Abundance: abundant
Preferred habitat type: mixed desert upland shrub
This species was introduced into eastern 
North America from Europe in 1850 and 1851 
(Lowther and Cink 1992) when about 100 
birds were released in Brooklyn, New York, 
with subsequent releases in San Francisco 
(1871 and 1872) and Salt Lake City (1873 and 
1874).  By 1916 the sparrow was present and 
abundant within portions of the Verde Valley 
including the MCNM complex (Taylor and 
Jackson 1916). The House Sparrow is now 
an abundant breeder and yearlong resident in 
housing developments throughout the Verde 
Valley watershed, including the Camp Verde 
region (Corman and Wise-Gervais 2005).  
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In the MCNM complex, Jackson (1941) 
made her first sighting in October 1938 or 
1939, so they may not have been abundant 
in the MCNM complex during her tenure 
(1937–1941).  Sutton (1954) described it as 
rare at Montezuma Castle but “regular” at 
Montezuma Well, where it bred in eaves of 
park housing units.  Currently, this species 
is rare in the MCNM complex, still found 
in association with human housing or urban 
development.  There are no recent breeding 
records, with the last two known nests active 
in 9 April 1980 and 14 June 1991.

CONCLUSIONS
The fact that well over 200 bird species 

have been reported at the MCNM complex 
in this historical assessment, is a testament 
to the tremendous avian species diversity of 
the Verde Valley in central Arizona.  The 
wide variety of birds found in the MCNM 
complex is largely due to the diversity of 
habitats within and around the Verde Valley.  
We have identified close to 100 species of 
birds that are known or suspected to breed 
(currently or historically) within just the 
MCNM complex boundaries.  

 By comparing current population numbers 
with earlier historical records, we found that 
a number of species seem to have either 
increased or decreased over the past several 
decades throughout the Camp Verde region.  
Concomitantly, we found certain avian 
species that appear to have experienced 
no major changes in population numbers.  
Due to the small size of the Camp Verde 
region, and especially the MCNM complex 
(340 ha), events and influences outside the 
region’s boundaries have had a significant 
influence on changing numbers of birds.  
In fact, we found that most avian species 
whose populations have changed across 
the past several decades have also done so 
over the entire southwestern United States.  
There are, however, a number of species that 
seem to be directly influenced by changing 
ecosystems and human-related actions.  

 A number of waterfowl species that we 
found during our surveys that had increased 
within the MCNM complex over the past 
century, have also increased in abundance in 
other areas of North America.  For example, 
the Canada Goose has increased to the point 
that in some locations (e.g., golf courses) it 
is now considered a pest. The Wood Duck 
has increased as more nesting boxes have 
been placed throughout watersheds, and as 
riparian trees have aged and a greater number 
of nesting cavities have become available.  
We documented increases in the Great-blue 
Heron and White-faced Ibis, two species 
that have increased generally thoughout 
the Southwest, largely due to increased 
agricultural acreage and increased irrigation 
ditches that carry water to those fields.

 With the cessation of use of the pesticide 
DDT in the 1960s (Hickey and Anderson 
1968), coupled with decreases in shooting 
mortality, many raptorial species have also 
experienced significant increases in numbers 
(e.g., Glinski 1998). These increases have 
resulted in several raptor species becoming 
much more common not only throughout 
North America, but also within the MCNM 
complex and Camp Verde region. Bald 
Eagles and Osprey now nest throughout 
Arizona and are often sighted along the 
Verde River and Beaver Creek searching 
for prey, and may soon return to the MCNM 
complex.  The Peregrine Falcon is becoming 
increasingly more common in the area, and 
will undoubtedly become a MCNM complex 
nesting species, as it was in the historical 
past. The expansion of the Black Hawk as 
a nester in the MCNM complex could be 
related to climate changes, or to maturation 
of the riparian woodland forest throughout 
the Verde River valley, or both.

 Growth of the human population over 
the past several decades throughout the 
Camp Verde region has also been to the 
advantage of some bird species.  The use 
of sugar feeders in residential areas hay 
have enabled some hummingbird species 
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to expand into this region.  Seed feeders 
have also enhanced many bird species. 
Additional sewage treatment facilities have 
increased numbers of the Common Yellow-
throat and several blackbird species, and in 
the MCNM complex this has become an 
extremely important habitat.  Those species 
that capitalize on human refuse outside the 
MCNM complex (e.g., Great-tailed Grackle, 
Common Raven) have also increased in 
numbers. 

 It also appears that a changing environ-
ment  has allowed several passerine species 
to expand into the Verde region.  The Verdin 
is now a common nesting species in the 
MCNM complex, and the Hutton’s Vireo, 
the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and Spotted 
Towhee have all increased in numbers.

 Other species have declined in numbers 
across the Camp Verde region. Several 
species of waterfowl, such as the Northern 
Pintails, have decreased throughout western 
North America and are correspondingly now 
rarely encountered in the MCNM complex.  
The same holds true for the Wood Stork.  
Barn Owl numbers have drastically declined 
in much of North America, principally due 
to the use of rodenticides (Marti 1992), and 
that also holds true in the MCNM complex 
and Camp Verde region.  Reasons for the 
declines of species such as the Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Vermilion Flycatcher, and Vesper 
Sparrow, are less clear.

 Several species that formerly were found 
in low numbers no longer occur within the 
MCNM complex and Camp Verde region. 
The Thick-billed Parrot has been extirpated, 
while the Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet 
and Groove-billed Ani are examples of 
species that were initially misidentified or 
whose ranges have contracted out of the 
region. Although most oriole species have 
not experienced changes in number, Scott’s 
Oriole is an exception with decreasing 
numbers.

 Changes in human use and management 
of the landscape have directly influenced 

species in the MCNM complex and within 
the Camp Verde region.  The great reduction 
in agriculture and loss of grain crops has 
virtually eliminated the pheasant from the 
MCNM complex and region.  At one time, 
the Camp Verde region had one of the highest 
pheasant densities in the state of Arizona.  On 
a finer scale, the changing management of 
the pasture at Montezuma Well has resulted 
in the elimination of the Western Meadow 
Lark from the MCNM complex. Changes 
in riparian habitat, along with associated 
shrub understory, have certainly negatively 
influenced the distributional patterns of 
Willow Flycatchers and Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos.

In summary, over the past century there 
have been many changes in avian community 
structure at MCNM complex and within the 
Camp Verde region.  A suite of species have 
had increases in numbers of individuals, 
while other species have had reductions 
in total numbers of birds, and a few have 
been lost from the region.  This historical 
assessment and summary of changes in avian 
community composition should provide 
a foundation upon which future MCNM 
complex avian research and management 
actions can be based.
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